z 
=< 
= 
Si 
a 
= 
= 

a 
5 

oO 
a 
fea 
5 
= 
5 
a 


WHY WE SAY LEAVE Ie EU 


THE SOCIALIST CASE AGAINST THE BOSSES’ CLUB 


AS TORIES SPLIT, WE NEED TO... 


PROTESTS! SATURDAY 19 MARCH @ LONDON® GLASCOW © CARDIFF 


IRELAND 

Anger against 
water charges 
shapes election 


IRELAND’S MAIN parties 
looked set to take a beating 
in this Friday’s election. 
And the radical left 
expected a breakthrough. 
There is fury at the 
austerity imposed to pay 
for the bank bailouts. Some 
80,000 people marched 
against water charges in 
Dublin last Saturday. 


“TRIDENT 


Bartehew weapon 
doesn't create 
jobs—scrap it 


THOUSANDS OF people 
are set to march this 
Saturday against plans to 
renew Britain’s Trident 
nuclear misslies. 

Some trade union leaders 
have slammed Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn for 
backing the demo, saying 
Trident creates jobs. But the 
figures tell a different story. 


DEBATES ON THE LEFT 


‘We can’t miss 
this moment’— 
PCS union leader 


IN THE second of our debates 
on the left series, PCS general 
secretary Mark Serwotka 
argues for more resistance to 
the Tories’ trade union bill. 

He told Socialist Worker 
that workers “have a power 
that, if ever utilised, is a force 
for real change”. 
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THE THINGS 
THEY SAY 


‘It could lead to 
the number of 
incomers going 


up, not down’ 


The Daily Mail attacks David 
Cameron's EU plan for not 
being hard enough on migrants 


‘Large numbers 
are expected to 
flock here’ 


The Mail continues to whip up 
anti-migrant panic 


‘No more 
something for 
nothing’ 


David Cameron talks up his 


plan to make life for migrants 
in Britain even harder 


“We originally 
wanted a brake 
on migration, not 
just on benefits’ 


Work and pensions secretary 
lain Duncan Smith is unhappy 
that the plan isn’t harsher 


‘The open border 
we have does 
leave the door 
open’ 


Migrants mean more risk of 
terrorism, says Duncan Smith 


‘It doesn’t go 

as far as he 
initially wanted. 
He has had to 
compromise’ 


Culture secretary John 
Whittingdale says Cameron 
wanted a harder deal 
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Protests as refugees in 


Calais face new attack 


by DAVE SEWELL 


FRENCH COURTS were deciding 
whether to bulldoze the tem- 
porary homes of around 3,000 
refugees in Calais as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 

Up to 7,000 people are trapped in 
the hellish conditions of the Calais 
“jungle” because the British govern- 
ment refuses to open the border. 

The clearance would destroy 
around half the tents and most of 
the facilities that refugees have built 
to help them to survive. 

Mohamed, an Afghan refugee in 
Calais, told Socialist Worker, “We 
don’t know what’s going to happen. 
People have nowhere to go. Where 
are our human rights?” 

The Tories have pressured France 
to get rid of the refugees in Calais to 
stop them getting to Britain. 

French authorities are trying 
to force refugees into official 
prison-like camps and renounce any 
hope of claiming asylum in Britain. 

But Mohamed said, “People don’t 
want to go to the shelters because 
they want to go to Britain. 

“Under the Geneva Convention 
people should be able to go to 
whatever country they want. 


Dignity 

“Many of them have got relatives 
and family in Britain. And people 
are looking for respect and dignity 
that they believe they cannot find in 
France.” 

The plight of refugees has polar- 
ised Europe. There have been waves 
of mass support. 

Trade unionists went to Calais 
last week (see page 9). 


REFUGEES ARE 


WELCOME HERE 
PROTEST 


SATURDAY 19 MARCH 


* Assemble 12 noon, 
Portland Place, London, 

W1A 1AA (Oxford Circus 

t A 


lasgow amble 12 
Cardiff 


Called by Stand Up to Racism 
www.standuptoracism.org.uk 


Get in 
touch with 


Socialist 
Worker 


STAND UP to Racism protesters rallied outside Downing Street on Monday night 


Actor Jude Law performed along- 
side refugees there, promoting a 
statement signed by over 100,000 
people calling for child refugees to 
be let into Britain. 

Stand Up to Racism protesters 
rallied outside Downing Street on 
Monday night. 

But there has also been racism 
and reaction—everyone from far 
right thugs to top Tory ministers are 
determined to keep refugees out. 

That’s why activists are building 
mass anti-racist demonstrations to 
say “refugees welcome” on Saturday 
19 March in London, Cardiff and 
Glasgow. 

More than 20 mobilising rallies 
and meetings have been organised 


et 


Refugees 
welcome 
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across Britain (see page 12). 
In Glasgow the deputy lord prov- 
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different countries on 19 March 


ost Baillie, Gerald Leonard, spoke at 
an organising meeting on Monday 
and the EIS union donated £500 
towards costs. 

Around 150 people attended 
a fundraiser in Shipley, West 
Yorkshire, on Friday of last week. 

A punk gig was held in support of 
refugees and to promote the demo in 
Bradford, and 100 people attended a 
meeting in Aberdeen. 

In Manchester, anti-racist acti- 
tivist Nahella Ashraf told Socialist 
Worker, “We’re putting on coaches 
for the London march. Some of the 
mosques are looking at organising a 
coach and local meetings.” 


Peckham marchers defend migrants’ rights 


by TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS 


Around 500 people 
marched in Peckham, 
south London, 

last Saturday ina 
“Community Pride” 
march against 
deportations. 

It was called by 
Movement for Justice, 
and Lesbians and Gays 
Support the Migrants. 

Ghanaian Asylum 
seeker Stephen 
Agyemang was one of the 
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Protesting in Peckham 


organisers of the march. 

He told Socialist 
Worker, “The British 
government is racist. 

“They’re scapegoating 
immigrants and want 
people to blame them for 
the problems in the NHS 
and housing. 

“When you go for your 
Home Office screening 
interview, they try and 
put the fear in you. 

“The whole thing is set 
up to make migrants feel 
afraid. 
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“On the streets you 
often hear that Britain is 
full—but we have to take 
more migrants. 

“Everyone has a right 
to life.” 

Student Naima said, 
“It's disgusting the 
way the government is 
scapegoating migrants— 
we should welcome more 
refugees. 

“The 19 March demo 
can help unite people and 
give people who don’t 
have a voice a voice.” 


Write to 
Socialist Worker 
i PO Box 71327 
” London 
SE11 9BW 
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Demonstrators defended migrant rights during a protest in Peckham, south London, last Saturday 


Solidarity on the streets in Preston and Newcastle 


by NICK CLARK 


OVER 500 anti-fascists gathered 
in Preston town centre last 
Saturday to counter a march 

by the remnants of the racist 
English Defence League (EDL). 

The EDLs national 
demonstration against what it 
called a “creeping Sharia city” 
managed to cobble together 
around 50 racists. 

Former socialist councillor 
Michael Lavalette said, “For the 
first time every one of Preston’s 
mosques supported the event.” 

The Labour-led council 
supported the counter protest, 
as did most of the trade unions 
in Preston and the local churches 
too. 

Some 200 people marched 
through Newcastle city centre 


Anti-racist action in Australia gets resu 


MASS PROTESTS have stopped 
a one year old Nepalese girl 
being taken to an offshore 
refugee prison on the remote 
island of Nauru. 

Medical workers at the Lady 
Cilento children’s hospital 
in Brisbane—where she was 
treated for serious burns— 
refused to hand her over to the 
authorities. 

Thousands marched in 
support. 

The baby, known by the 
pseudonym Asha, became 
a symbol for 267 people in 
Australia who faced being 


Marchers in Newcastle show support for refugees 


on the same day. They chanted, 
“Refugees welcome here”. 

The march was called by Stand 
up to Racism. A lot of young 
people turned out. 

Anti-racist activist Simon Hall 


i 


Pro-refugee protests got results in Australia 
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told Socialist Worker the march 
“reflected the support there is for 
refugees”. 

Simon said, “When you have 
people chanting and speaking 
about refugees in the middle of 
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the city, that’s very important.” 

Newcastle Central Labour MP 
Chi Onwurah told the rally that 
Newcastle was a welcoming and 
multi-cultural city. 

A coach from the North East 
will take anti-racists to the 
19 March protest in Glasgow. 

Simon said, “Attacks on 
Muslims and migrants are 
coming thick and fast from the 
top. 

“That’s why it’s important 
that we push for people to 
protest on 19 March. We can’t be 
complacent.” 


Unite Against Fascism (UAF) protest 
against fascist North West Infidels in 
Manchester, Saturday 27 February. Go 
to on.fb.me/lpOOGGo. 

UAF protest against National Front 
“White Pride” racists in Swansea, 
Saturday 26 March. Go to 
on.fb.me/1PUS38U 


ts for baby Asha 


returned to the notorious prison 
camp. 

Many still could be. Asha 
faces “community detention” in 
Australia, and her parents could 
still end up back in Nauru. 

But the government’s historic 
climbdown could lead to more 
challenges of Australia’s brutal 
asylum system. 

It “essentially concedes that 
Nauru is completely unsuitable 
for any human being,” argued 
Shen Narayanasamy of activist 
group Getup. 

Pro-refugee protests make a 
difference. 


Socialist Worker 


Detained man 
is found dead 


MOROCCAN ASYLUM seeker Amir 
Siman-Tov was found dead in his 
cell at Colnbrook detention centre 
in Harmondsworth near Heathrow 
airport last Wednesday. 

He had been on suicide watch 
ince his arrival in Colnbrook 
everal weeks earlier. 

It follows a damning report 

on detention centres by former 
prisons ombudsman Stephan 
Shaw. 


nn 


24 February 2016 


Demonstration—shut down Yarl’s 
Wood detention centre, Sat 12 Mar, 
1.30pm, Yarl’s Wood Immigration Cen- 
tre, Milton Ernest, Bedfordshire, MK44 
1FD. Called by Movement for Justice. 
Go to Movement for Justice By Any 
Means Necessary on Facebook 


Was Rochdale 
killing racist? 


IMAM JALAL Uddin was murdered 
near his mosque in Rochdale, 
Greater Manchester, on Thursday 
of last week. Police have not ruled 
out racism as a motive. 

The Times newspaper was 
slammed for a headline on the 


The scene of the attack in Rochdale 


attack that referred to Rochdale as 
a “sex grooming town”. 

A financial appeal has raised 
thousands for funeral costs and his 
family. 

The killing follows the racist 
murder of Mohammed Saleem 
in Birmingham in 2013, and 
the killing of Mushin Ahmed in 
Rotherham last year (see page 19). 

Both were attacked while 
walking to or from prayers at 
mosques. 


Attacks soar 
in Germany 


A RACIST mob surrounded a 
coachload of refugees in the 
German state of Saxony last week. 
Police dragged one refugee off the 
bus. 

Days later crowds cheered as a 
refugee hostel burned down in a 
suspected arson attack. 

The racist AfD party is expected 
to make a breakthrough in looming 
regional elections. 

State TV in Germany has said 
there were 924 attacks on refugee 
hostels last year. That’s more than 
four times as many as in 2014. 

The figure included 76 incidents 
where refugee hostels were burnt 
down—compared with six in 2014. 
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Fight to exit 


left begins 


as vote on 
EU iscalled 


As politicians line up on both sides 
of the EU debate, Tomas Tengely- 
Evans calls for a left exit 


DAVID CAMERON announced last 
Saturday that the referendum 
on Britain’s membership of the 
European Union (EU) will take 
place on 23 June. 

He claimed that Britain would be 
“safer, stronger and better off in a 
reformed European Union”. 

But the deal that he cobbled 
together with Europe’s rulers guar- 
antees nothing of the kind. It is a 
bankers’ and racists’ charter that 
makes it easier for bosses to attack 
workers and migrants. 

Cameron talked about securing 
“jobs, prosperity and financial secu- 
rity for our families”. 

But he didn’t mean for working 
class people. 

He meant financial security for the 
City of London to gamble with the 
rest of the world’s money free from 
the most limited EU regulations. 

Meanwhile the centrepiece of 
the deal ramps up the Tories’ racist 
scapegoating. 

They now have an “emergency 
brake” for a seven-year period to 
stop new migrant workers claiming 
benefits. 

Socialist Worker is pushing for 
Britain to leave the EU on a socialist 
and internationalist basis. 

The EU is a bosses’ club that 
allows European capitalist states to 
compete against the US and China. 


BACK STORY 


The Tories are tearing 
themselves to shreds over the 
EU referendum 


@lt comes after Tory leader David 
Cameron made a deal for EU 
reform last week 


@The deal allows Cameron to 
campaign to keep Britain in the 
EU while attacking workers’ and 
migrants’ rights 

@But other Tories are 
campaigning to leave 


@They are led by Tory London 
mayor Boris Johnson 


While Britain represents only 
around 5 percent of the global 
economy, the EU is the single larg- 
est economy in the world. 

That’s why around half of the 
bosses of the FTSE top 100 com- 
panies have signed an open letter 
backing Cameron. 

Today the EU binds its members 
to austerity. The Syriza government 
in Greece tried to break with aus- 
terity without leaving the EU—and 
bosses crushed it. 

Nor is the EU a protector of 
migrants or refugees. “Fortress 
Europe” leaves refugees fleeing the 
West’s wars and poverty to die in the 
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THE TORIES are fighting each other over the EU referendum—will Cameron survive? 


Mediterranean and Aegean seas. 
German chancellor Angela 
Merkel’s main concern at the EU 
summit was getting a unified 
response on the refugee crisis. 


Razor 

But it ended in disarray as each 
country is pursuing its policies, put- 
ting up border walls and razor wire 
fences. 

An EU agreement to settle 
160,000 refugees across its 28 states 
has seen fewer than 600 people find 
refuge. 

The myth that the EU protects 
migrants with the free movement of 


EU borders force refugees to make dangerous sea crossings 
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FIGURE IT OUT 


406 


Number of refugees who have 
died or gone missing while 
crossing the Mediterranean so 
far this year 


3,771 


Refugees drowned or missing in 
the Mediterranean in 2015 


9,000 


Refugees currently trapped at 
the Macedonian border 


labour is also being exposed. 

Germany and Denmark have 
already re-imposed internal border 
controls and more could follow. 

It is said that arguing to leave the 
EU means lining up with the right. 

But to side with remaining in 
the EU is to side with those who 
defeated Greece’s Syriza. 

And who are responsible for racist 
murder in the Mediterranean. 

It is to side with Cameron and 
British bosses who are attacking 
working class people and scapegoat- 
ing migrants. 

But if Cameron loses, it will 
cause a political crisis that he won’t 


be able to survive. 

The EU is also facing a crisis— 
Britain leaving could begin to break 
it up. That can strengthen workers 
fighting the Tories here and those in 
Greece fighting austerity. 

Socialist Worker argues, 
“Solidarity with refugees and 
migrants—open the borders. 

“Solidarity with workers fighting 
austerity, oppose the TTIP deal— 
exit left”. 


On other pages... 
Ly Bosses’ support can’t cover Tory 
EU divide>>Page 6 


EU're no friend of migrants 


SOME ON the pro- 
EU side claim that 
workers would be 
worse off and all 
migrants would be 
deported if Britain left 
the EU. 
Some EU legislation 
has benefited workers. 
But a bill going 
through parliament 
next week seeks 
opt-outs for doctors 
and nurses from 
the Working Time 
Directive, which 


EU keeps migrants out 


prevent them from 
working dangerously 
long hours. This would 
be legal within the 


framework of the EU. 

And immigration 
into Britain existed 
before the EU. 

The Tories wouldn't 
simply deport 
migrants, who big 
business and the 
public sector rely on, 
if Britain left the EU. 

Whatever happens 
in the referendum,PP 
we need a powerful 
movement from below 
to break open the 
borders. 


Left must 
reject racist 
leave rhetoric 


THE LEFT who are against the 
EU must not play into racist and 
nationalist arguments. 

Most unions have come out in 
favour of the EU. 

But others argue that the “free 
movement of labour” is only 
beneficial to bosses because it 
drives down wages. 

This dangerously accepts the 
false argument that immigration 
undercuts wages. 

All the academic studies show 
that immigration has very little 
or no impact on wage levels—and 
may even raise them. 

The EU is a deeply undemocratic 
institution. 

But Socialist Worker rejects 
arguments about defending 
“British sovereignty” or “national 
independence” against the EU. 

There are no national solutions, 
such as simply putting up trade 
barriers, to the crisis of capitalism. 

We are against cuts and attacks 
on workers—whether they come 
from Westminster or the EU. 


@A statement by the Trade 
Unionist and Socialist Coalition 
(TUSC) on the EU referendum 
appeared in the Guardian 
newspaper last week. 

It demands that none of the 
right wing leave campaigns are 
given official status by the Electoral 
Commission—and that no public 
money is given to them. 

Sign the statement at: 
bit.ly/ILpLXco 


Bosses’ club won't help 
protect workers’ rights 


THE MAJORITY of trade union 
leaders are lining up behind the 
EU. 

TUC general secretary Frances 
O’Grady argued, “If the Brexit 
camp gets its way it’ll be down to 
Tory ministers to pick and choose 
which rights we keep.” 

But the Tories can already pick 
and choose what rights workers 
have—if we let them. They 
are pursuing a harsh austerity 
programme and anti-union laws. 

O’Grady claims that the “EU 
gives working people the right 
to paid holiday, parental leave, 
equal treatment for part timers 
and much more”. 

Workers have these rights 
because unions fought for them. 
The Unite union claims that 

the EU guarantees equal pay. 
But the Equal Pay Act was won 
after Ford Dagenham’s women 
machinists went on all-out strike 
in 1968. 

Trade union leaders started to 
support the EU after the defeats 
of the 1980s. 

They argued, “We can’t win 
against Margaret Thatcher so we 


TUC head Frances O’Grady 


have to look to the EU to give us 
rights.” 

This same pessimism is used 
now to say the EU is the only 
shield to defend workers’ rights. 

The bosses will attack workers 
whether Britain leaves the EU or 
not—we have to look to our own 
strength. 


WHAT WE THINK 


LABOUR’S HELP KEEPS 
CAMERON’S EU DEAL ALIVE 


HE TORY party is in 

crisis. Half of its MPs, 

at least six cabinet 

ministers—plus Boris 

Johnson—and nearly all 
the Conservative-backing press 
oppose David Cameron on the 
European Union (EU) referendum. 

This is a deeper split than 
the ones in the 1990s over 
Europe that splintered the Tory 
government of John Major. 

This is Labour’s chance. But it is 
throwing it away. The “Labour In 
For Britain” campaign is a long way 
from the politics represented by 
Jeremy Corbyn’s election as leader. 

Its Blairite figurehead Alan 
Johnson argues that staying in the 
EU is the “real patriotic choice”. 

He sounded more like Cameron 
than Corbyn, with big talk about 
confronting crime, terrorism and 
Russia—and “keeping our borders 
secure”, presumably from refugees. 

Corbyn voted against the EU’s 
forerunner, the Common Market, 
in 1975. His views against war, 
racism and austerity have seen him 
criticise the EU. But, faced with 
a shadow cabinet mutiny, he is 
campaigning to remain in it. 

Unity with the Labour 
right—that brought us the Iraq 
war, austerity-lite and racist 


But it undermines the 
movement against the racism and 
razor wire which see thousands 
trapped in misery in Calais or 
drowning in the Aegean Sea. 

Corbyn’s first act as Labour 
leader was to stand with 
that movement on a mass 
demonstration to welcome 
refugees. But it is harder to do 
that at the same time as defending 
an EU that is putting up fences to 
stop them. 

On Tuesday the government 
reiterated plans to ram through 
a four-year freeze on benefits. 

It will hit more than 7 million 
children living in low-income 
families. 

We need to wage war on the 
Tories, not to support them. 

Though the polls are volatile, 
it’s clear Cameron can’t win the 
referendum for the bosses’ EU 
and against his own party without 
Labour’s help. 

Labour already saved his 
bacon once during the Scottish 
independence referendum. 

It got badly punished as a result 
of supporting the Tories and is 
still on life support there. 

After the hope brought by 
Corbyn’s election as leader, it is 
criminal to repeat that mistake. 


TOPPLE THE WARHEADS 


HE WAR on Syria is just one 

of the 42 conflicts raging 

across the globe. Amid the 
quagmire of the US and Russia’s 
shifting imperialist alliances, the 
conflict could rapidly escalate. 

Four of the imperialist 
powers intervening in Syria 
have nuclear weapons—and the 
nuclear-armed Israeli terror state 
is next door. 

The logic of imperialist rivalry 
drives the world to war, whether 
or not it threatens humanity and 
the planet. 


scapegoating—comes at a cost. 

Corbyn rightly slammed 
Cameron’s “dangerous” attempt 
to restrict EU migrants’ benefits— 
but only by ceding too much 
ground to the myths used to 
justify them. 

He warned that Cameron’s deal 
“will do nothing to cut inward 
migration to Britain” or stop firms 
“using cheap labour to undercut 
British workers”. 

This wasn’t enough to appease 
his critics. 

The Tory Telegraph newspaper’s 
pet Blairite Dan Hodges said 
Corbyn’s “policy of granting 
migrants unlimited access to 
those benefits” would see Labour 
“electorally torn to shreds”. 


Cameron can’t 
win for the bosses 
against his own 
party without 
Labour’s help 


That’s why we stand against 
renewing Trident—and argue that 
Britain should immediately scrap 
all nuclear weaponry. 

But Socialist Worker is against 
simply spending that money on 
conventional weapons. 

We have a different vision for 
a socialist society—one without 
weapons of mass destruction and 
wars altogether. That means taking 
on the system that breeds war. 

Imperialism is a global system of 
competing powers. As capitalism 
developed, economic competition 


The EU—a left case 
for exit 


A Socialist Worker pamphlet by 
Joseph Choonara 


between rival firms grew into 
competition between rival 
capitalist states. 

This economic competition can 
spill over into military competition 
as states fight to divide the world 
among themselves for geopolitical 
and economic advantage. 

To live in a world without 
war we have to bring down that 
system. That means building a mass 
movement against imperialism 
and war in Britain which can bring 
down our warmongering rulers. 

Join us in that fight. 


Cover price £3 or ten copies for 
Ewe) 


Phone 020 7840 5600 to place 
your order 
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ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS 


Bosses’ backing can’t 
cover Tory EU divide 


TWO PIECES in Monday’s press define the agony that 

is beginning to engulf the Tory party. The first, in the 
Financial Times newspaper, announced, “Big business 
backs Cameron’s push to keep Britain in the EU.” The 
second was Boris Johnson’s lengthy explanation in his 
Telegraph blog explaining why he opted to join the Leave 
campaign. 

The Financial Times reported how David Cameron is 
mobilising the bosses of about half of Britain’s top 100 
companies to sign a letter supporting Britain staying in the 
European Union (EU). Up to now big business has been wary 
about sticking its toes in the political water. 

But now it is swinging behind Cameron. Surveys 
show that more than 60 percent of the members of the 
Engineering Employers Federation and the Institute of 
Directors back continued British EU membership. 

Undoubtedly this is the settled position of the core of British 
capital, leaving aside a few hedge fund bosses and a lot of 
small fry. For the past six years Cameron has been struggling 
to reconcile the interests of British capitalism with the 
increasingly vehement anti-EU sentiment in the Tory party. 

Which brings us to Johnson. His public agonising over 
whether or not to give way to Cameron’s pleas to back the 
Remain position was no doubt intended to maximise his 
own importance. Time will tell whether Johnson’s almost 
guileless opportunism will work to his advantage. 

But it’s clear what guided his decision. His friend Tory MP 
Nicholas Soames tweeted on Sunday “I know he is NOT an 
outer.” Johnson is looking at the state of opinion inside the 
Tory party. According to a Guardian newspaper survey of 
Tory constituency party officials published on Sunday, “of 
almost 70 constituency parties contacted, only two reported 
a majority of party members are in favour of remaining in 
the European Union.” 

Johnson is betting that taking a Leave stand will help him 
win the Tory leadership. This underlines that Cameron is, in 
effect, running against his own party’s rank and file. 


Position 

This is more or less the same position that Labour prime 
minister Harold Wilson found himself during the last 
European referendum in June 1975. A Labour Party 
special conference actually backed a No vote on Britain’s 
membership of what was then still the Common Market. 

Like Cameron now, Wilson allowed a minority of ministers 
who supported the No position to campaign against his own 
call for a Yes vote. These included very senior Labour cabinet 
ministers such as Michael Foot and Barbara Castle. Both Tony 
Benn and Enoch Powell, then at the height of their popular 
influence, campaigned for a No vote. 

By comparison, the Tory cabinet ministers backing the 
Leave campaign are pretty low on the food chain. Michael 
Gove and Iain Duncan Smith are hardly popular fare—which 
is why Johnson’s decision is such a boost for their camp. 

But the referendum looks like it will be a more close- 
run thing than 1975, when two thirds voted to stay in the 
Common Market. In 1975 big business funding for the Yes 
campaign drowned its opponents, which won’t be allowed 
this time. And a more or less united Tory party—headed, 
incidentally, by Margaret Thatcher, the Eurosceptics’ 
heroine—campaigned on the Yes side. 

The Tory divisions should put Labour in pole position 
this time. Andrew Rawnsley highlighted in the Observer 
Cameron’s “deliciously ironic position of looking to Labour 
to save him from the wishes of much of his own party”. The 
shadow cabinet bullied Jeremy Corbyn, who voted No in 
1975, into backing the Remain position, but he’s unlikely to 
campaign very wholeheartedly and the likes of Hilary Benn 
won’t generate much enthusiasm. 

Socialist Worker, as explained on page 4, is campaigning 
to Leave on a principled socialist and internationalist basis. 
Former Respect MP George Galloway gave an object lesson 
in how not to do this on Friday of last week, when he teamed 
up with Ukip leader Nigel Farage. He tried to justify this 
by comparing it to Benn and Powell in 1975. But Benn 
consistently refused to share a platform with Powell during 
the referendum campaign. 

He understood that you can’t fight for socialism by allying 
with reactionaries. 


TRIKING JUNIOR doctors in Leeds earlier this month 
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Junior doctors keep on the 
pressure for more walkouts 


by TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS 
eee 


FURTHER INDUSTRIAL 
action by junior doctors 
is “inevitable”, the British 
Medical Association (BMA) 
said last weekend. 

Junior doctors are fighting 
to stop a dangerous new con- 
tract being imposed on them. 
Details of action had not 
been announced as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 

Johann Malawana, 
the BMA junior doctors’ 
committee chair, wrote to 
members. He said, “The 
junior doctors committee 
have made the clear decision 
that further industrial action 
is inevitable. 

“We will be making an 
announcement on that action 
with the notices to the NHS 
as has happened previously 
in very short order.” 


Escalating 

He added that the BMA will 
“consider escalating any 
action to achieve our aim to 
end imposition.” 

The BMA should not delay 
calling further and more 
hard-hitting action. 

A significant number of 
junior doctors are in favour 
of the BMA calling further 
industrial action. 

Socialist Worker under- 
stands that the mood inside 
a series of BMA consultation 
meetings last week was for 
further action and escalation. 

At a 200-strong North 


Thames BMA meeting junior 
doctors were in favour of 
escalating industrial action. 

BMA member Jackie told 
Socialist Worker that, “the 
meeting voted to escalate 
action up to and including a 
full walkout”. 

This aim isn’t unanimous 
among junior doctors— 
and many argue for “mass 
resignations”. 

But it shows that there’s 
support for action that can 
defeat the Tories’ attacks. An 
indefinite walkout by junior 
doctors would cause a politi- 
cal crisis that Hunt wouldn’t 
survive. 

Solidarity poured in during 
the junior doctors’ walkouts 
in January and February— 
and that support is growing. 

Around 80 people ral- 
lied in the driving rain 
to support junior doc- 
tors in Birmingham last 
Saturday. 

They brought the 
local trades’ coun- 
cil, UCU union, 
Stand Up to 
Racism and 
People’s 
Assembly 
banners. 

N UT 
union 
member 
Bridget 
Parsons told 
Socialist 
Worker “What 
was phenom- 
enal was the 


support from (uGiulecaiis 


Hate figure—Jeremy Hunt 


the public.” 

And some 30 people 
joined a similar protest in 
Sheffield on the same day. 

Protestors also rallied in 
Scarborough. 

Many junior doc- 
tors are looking to 
other workers to join 
the fight. Jackie said, 
“One person at the 
meeting asked 
when we are 
going to start 
insisting that 
other health 
professionals 
and teachers 
are going to 
be part of it. 

“That’s 
because we’ve had 
a lot of support from 
them.” 

The Tories have 
thrown down the 


gauntlet to the trade union 
movement. 

Dave Ward, the CWU 
union general secretary, told 
a recent People’s Assembly 
meeting that “it’s incumbent 
on us to get behind the junior 
doctors.” 

The TUC and other union 
leaders should organise prac- 
tical support. 


Picket 

They could urge their 
branches to invite junior doc- 
tors into their union meetings 
and workplaces. 

They could encourage their 
members to join the picket 
lines in their hundreds with 
union banners and workplace 
delegations. 

As BMA junior doc- 
tors’ committee member 
Yannis Gourtsoyannis said, 
“The imposition represents 
a new phase in the struggle. 

“Tt’s now clear that this is a 
zero sum game—either they 
win or we win.” 

The TUC should call a 
national demonstration. 

Unison and the other 
health unions should imme- 
diately raise their own 
issues and ballot their 
members in the health 
service. 

Every activist must build 
solidarity for the junior 
doctors. 


” Got a story? 


Email ideas to reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk 


We want our rep Simon 
back, say school strikers 


by SADIE ROBINSON in Birmingham 
RS te 


TEACHERS AT Birmingham’s 
Small Heath School began a 
three-day strike in defence of 
victimised NUT union rep Simon 
O’Hara on Tuesday. 

Bosses suspended Simon in 
January after he helped lead a series 
of strikes to stop the school becom- 
ing an academy. 

Pickets chanted, “We want Simon 
back” and “Lift Simon’s suspension” 
as passing vehicles tooted their 
support. 

Birmingham NUT general sec- 
retary David Room told Socialist 
Worker, “Management think they 
can break unions and members’ 
resolve by attacking the rep. 

“But members are solid and pre- 
pared to continue until Simon is 
reinstated.” 

Previous strikes forced bosses to 
retreat on plans to turn the school 
into an academy and impose 71 job 
cuts. 

Simon’s suspension is part of a 
drive to weaken union organisa- 
tion so bosses can get their changes 
through. As one striker put it, “It’s 
part of a bigger picture. 

“Tt will be catastrophic if they get 
their way—for staff, the area and 
the children.” 

Another said, “All we’re asking is 
for Simon’s suspension to be lifted. 
But management isn’t listening.” 

Bosses are on the offensive. 
Another striker said, “There’s no 
consultation with us and man- 
agement keeps bringing in new 
initiatives. They keep dropping 
into lessons saying it’s just informal 
observation. 


Suspension 

“And not only have they targeted 
our NUT rep they’ve also suspended 
another union member.” 

But bosses’ viciousness has made 
workers more determined to resist. 

As one picket said, “I don’t think 
the head knew what he was getting 
into. Management thought if they 
could stop Simon fighting then we’d 
all stop. They didn’t realise we’d 
step things up.” 

Picket lines were boosted by 
trade unionists, parents and other 
campaigners who came to show 
their support. 

One student told Socialist 
Worker, “I support the strike. 
Simon’s my English teacher. All the 
pupils were upset when he went. 
Most of them signed the petition to 
reinstate him.” 

Parent Falak Naz said, “We want 
Simon back. The teachers are like 
parents to my children when they’re 
in school. They’re all good teachers 
and we support them.” 

Strikers have won widespread 
support in Birmingham and beyond. 
But Labour MP Shabana Mahmood 


SUSPENDED UNION rep Simon O’Hara (second left) on the picket line 


earlier this month said they should 
return to work. 

A group of Small Heath teach- 
ers met Mahmood last Friday and 
explained the treatment they face 
in school and why they are fighting. 

Strikers weren’t impressed with 
Mahmood’s comments. One said, “It 
was in the TUC’s heartunions week 
as well. She could have just spoken 
to us first rather than go public.” 

Workers plan another three-day 
strike from Tuesday of next week if 
bosses don’t back down. 

Winning Simon’s reinstatement is 
critical to protecting jobs and edu- 
cation at Small Heath. But the battle 
has wider implications for union 
rights too. 

Every union member at the 
school, whether NUT, NASUWT or 
ATL, should get behind the fight to 
defend him. 

The national union must make 
sure the fight to defend Simon is 
taken up in schools across Britain. 

The pressure on school bosses 
has to be stepped up quickly. 

That means escalation—if neces- 
sary indefinite action at the school 
as well as broader support. 

Send messages of support to 


jo_simon@yahoo.co.uk and 
banut@btclick.com 


LABOUR PARTY 


— NUT 

BY END UNION 
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Poll boost for Corbyn 


YOUNG Labour’s annual 
conference was set to elect 
a seat to the party’s National 
Executive Committee as it met 
in Scarborough this week. 

A cheering sign of support 
for Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn came last week. 

His supporters won every 
seat on the Young Labour 
national committee and its 
regional boards, 18 in total. 

Young Labour is open 
to all members under 27— 
over 50,000 people. 


Turnout 

But worryingly the turnout 
was only 3.5 percent 

in an online ballot. 

Winning party positions 
will mean very little if there 
is not a major push to involve 
members in activities such 
as the anti-Trident demo. 

A new poll commissioned 
by Labour’s data chief 


at the last election has 
confirmed Corbyn’s 
popularity inside the party. 
It shows 72 percent of 
Labour members approve. 
Some 56 percent believe 
Labour’s policies at the 
last election were “not 
left wing enough”. 


Renewed 

Just 18 percent of members 
believe that Trident should 
be renewed. And 51 percent 
say they would not vote for 
a candidate who supported 
Trident renewal in a future 
leadership election. 

But the right are fighting 
back. Two former Labour 
defence secretaries, 

Lord Robertson and Lord 
Hutton, wrote an article on 
Tuesday backing Trident. 

They said the party’s 
defence review is “sliding into 
chaos and incoherence”. 
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SCOTLAND 


SNP’s cuts 
threaten 
15,000 jobs 


THE supposedly “anti-austerity” 
Scottish National Party (SNP) 
is slashing £500 million from 
Scottish council budgets this 
year. The Scottish government's 
budget was set to be finalised in 
Holyrood this week, signalling 
the start of another round of 
severe local government cuts. 

SNP finance minister John 
Swinney claims his funding cut 
will have a “minimal impact on 
jobs or services”. 

But one Glasgow City Council 
Unison union rep told Socialist 
Worker, “The scale of the cuts 
we face is going to be the worst 
ever. 

“We'll see an increase in the 
intensity of workloads that will 
lead to a worse service and also 
increase the levels of sickness 
absence.” 

Some 15,000 local 
government jobs are threatened, 
on top of the 40,000 already 
gone under the SNP. 

Workers face an insecure 


John Swinney 


future at 14 of the 32 local 
authorities that have not ruled 
out compulsory redundancies. 

Dundee’s SNP council is 
axing 200 jobs and £23 million 
over the next two years. 

It plans to hike charges 
for car parking, social care 
and leisure services. Garden 
maintenance, domestic waste 
recycling, roads and street 
lighting and family services face 
cuts. 

Labour-run Glasgow City 
Council, Scotland’s largest local 
authority, plans to axe 
3,000 jobs and make cuts of 
£133 million. 

But the union rep said that 
attempts to attack workers’ 
conditions have “stirred up a 
hornet’s nest”. 

“People feel that 
management are taking the 
piss and they've had enough,” 
they said. “We've had dozens 
of workplace meetings recently, 
some 40 or 50-strong, there is 
something going on. 

“We need our unions to start 
fighting back.” 

Raymie Kiernan 
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Chinese steel 
plant shut down 


STRIKING WORKERS shut down 
the state-run Ansteel Lianzhong 
stainless steel factory in 
Guangzhou, China, last week. 
After laying off some workers, 
bosses cut pay below the 
minimum wage. 

The official trade union 
accepted bosses’ demands, but 
several hundred workers struck 
and shut down production. 

Unions in Britain are trying to 
block Chinese steel imports and 
blaming Chinese competition 
for job losses here. 

But steel workers in both 
countries have a common 
interest in fighting bosses’ cuts. 


Morocco set for 
general strike 


WORKERS IN Morocco were 
set to hold a general strike on 
Wednesday over changes to 
pensions and government cuts 
in fuel subsidies. It includes 
both public and private sector 
workers. 

Members of the four largest 
unions in the country are taking 
part. 

“The government says 
these are reforms, but we call 
it corruption,” said Miloudi 
Moukharik, the leader of the 
Moroccan Labour Union, the 
country’s largest union. 


Protests defend 
student leader 


THE BIGGEST wave of student 
unrest for 25 years has hit India 
following the arrest in Delhi 

of Kanhaiya Kumar, a student 
union president. 

Cops seized Kumar after he 
addressed a demonstration last 
week and charged him with 
sedition. 

Thousands joined protests 
last week against Kumar’s arrest 
at colleges across the country, 
from Udaipur in the north to 
Chennai in the south. 

More than 10,000 students 
from across Delhi blocked city 
streets. 


There’s more on 
Socialist Worker 
online 


India—protesters vow to 
continue struggle to free 
arrested student union 
president bit.ly/losvOJp 


We all lose from Apple’s 
iPhone privacy row with FBI 


bit.ly/1Rinfzg 
Joint enterprise: The law that 


can lock you away for being a 
witness bit.ly/1L5YIDy 


Water charges fury will 


INTERNATIONAIZ2% 


shape result of Irish vote 


by SIMON BASKETTER 


TENS OF thousands of people 
took to the streets of Dublin last 
Saturday. 

Anti-water charge campaigners 
held a major demonstration ahead 
of the country’s general election on 
Friday of this week. 

The protest was organised by 
Right2Water/Right2Change who 
say some 80,000 attended. 

Protesters from across Ireland 
braved rain to take part under 
the banner, “Another Ireland is 
Possible”. 

The campaign announced 
that 106 general election 
candidates are signed up to its 
principles. 

These go beyond rejection of 
water charges to general opposi- 
tion to austerity. 

Protesters carried banners read- 
ing, “Can’t Pay Won’t Pay” and, 
“Water is a Human Right”. They 
chanted, “Banks Got Bailed Out, 
We Got Sold Out”. 

One said, “Bolivia-Ireland 
Solidarity. We did it in 2000, you 
can do it now—Defeat Water 
Charges”. 


Unity 

Unite union official and Right- 
2Water/Right2Change coordinator 
Brendan Ogle said Saturday’s event 
represented an “unprecedented 
show of determination and unity”. 

He said, “The huge turnout on 
the final Saturday before the gen- 
eral election sends a clear mes- 
sage to the outgoing government 
that public anger at water charges 
remains unabated and will be 
reflected in the ballot boxes.” 

John Lyons, a People Before 
Profit councillor, said the charges 
were “another step on the road to 
water privatisation”. 

“We have people feeling their 
own power, it’s absolutely amazing 
to see,” he added. 

The outgoing Fine Gael-led 
coalition has campaigned on a 
similar basis to the Tories’ general 
election strategy. 

The party emphasises a supposed 
recovery since the financial crash 
and austerity. 

In truth people have faced years 


It’s clear that 
water charges and 
the government 
that brought them 
in must go 


TAP MAN gives his verdict on the government and its water charges on the march in Dublin 


of cuts and worsening poverty. 

The other bosses’ party, Fianna 
Fail, is hoping to recover from the 
last election. 

Then it lost 51 of its 71 seats due 
to overseeing the European Union/ 
International Monetary Fund bank 
bailout. 

Sinn Fein has tacked left to try 
and make gains at the expense of 
the Labour Party, which has been 
in coalition. 

Labour Party leader Joan Burton, 
who is the outgoing deputy prime 
minister, may lose her seat. 

Socialist Worker’s sister organi- 
sation in Ireland is part of People 
Before Profit (PBP) which is 
standing in a joint slate with the 
Anti-Austerity Alliance. 

The grouping is polling well and 
looks set to increase its number of 
MPs. 

People Before Profit MP Richard 
Boyd Barrett said at a meeting 
after the march last Saturday, 
“If the government, and particu- 
larly the Labour Party, wants an 
explanation as to why they are 
collapsing in the polls, that expla- 
nation was to be found on the 
streets of Dublin. 

“The protest has once again 
demonstrated the enormous anger 
against water charges, Irish Water 
and unjust austerity measures. 

“It is a clear message to the gov- 
ernment that water charges, and 
the government that brought them 
in, must go.” 


EGYPT 


Picture: PA 


Doctors ready for strike 
against police brutality 


DOCTORS ACROSS Egypt 
held protests last Saturday 
against police brutality. They 
stood silently outside their 
workplaces with protest signs 
for an hour before starting 
their shifts. 

Facilities in Cairo, 
Alexandria, Sohag, Suez, Assiut, 
Fayoum, Luxor, Damietta and 
other governorates all saw 
demonstrations. 

Such action requires courage 
under the regime of dictator 
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi. 


Outraged 

Doctors are responding to 
vicious assaults and arrests 

by police in Cairo who were 
outraged when medical staff 
refused to alter a report in their 
favour. 

Further action is planned to 
win prosecution of the police 
and the resignation of the 
health minister. 

A strike is timetabled for the 
end of February and doctors 
will treat people free of charge 


Doctors protesting in Alexandria 


starting this Saturday to show 
solidarity with patients. 

The syndicate has called on 
private sector physicians to 
show support by either closing 
their clinics or providing free 
treatment on 19 March, Egypt’s 
national doctors’ day. 


Middle East Solidarity dayschool, 
Sat 12 March, Soas, Thornhaugh 

St, London. Speakers include Omar 
Barghouti, Ala’a Shehabi, Sameh Na- 
guib, Joseph Daher, Muzna al-Na’ib, 
Anne Alexander, Adam Hanieh and 
others. More at on.fb.me/1QValVa 


Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk 
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 71327, London SE11 9BW 
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When cops 
ran riot 


FORTY YEARS almost to 
the day this week I set off 
as part of the 1976 Right to 
Work unemployment 
march from Manchester to 
London. 

We were protesting at 
the appalling level of 
unemployment—with a 
Labour government in 
charge. 

On the last day of the 
march police attacked us in 
north London. 

I was acting as the medic 
of the march. 

But I was arrested and 
badly beaten inside the 
police station. 

I was charged and found 
guilty of obstruction—but 
was later cleared after 
appealing. 

I was never awarded any 
compensation. 

And no police officer was 
ever prosecuted for perjury 
or giving false evidence. 

We should hold a 
memorial demo and look 
back at the original Right 
to Work charter. 

Its demands included 
opposition to all forms of 
redundancy, opposition to 
racism, and full trade union 
rights and wages for the 
unemployed. 

Joe Cronshaw 
Wigan 


Unfair on 
EU debate 


IS IT not wrong for 
Socialist Worker (“Tories’ 
division over the EU 
referendum is a chance to 
beat back this rotten 
government”, online, 20 
February) to attempt to 
taint socialists by writing, 
“Those on the left 
pushing to stay should 
remember that they are 
lining up alongside David 
Cameron, the large 
majority of the Tory 
cabinet, the austerity- 
imposing ruling elites 
across Europe, the 
majority of Britain’s top 
bosses and bankers, and 
the US ruling class”? 
Socialist Worker does 
not also write, “Those on 
the left pushing to leave 
should remember they are 
lining up alongside Boris 
Johnson, Michael Gove, 
and other austerity- 
imposing Tory ministers, 
Ukip, the EDL and a vast 
number of European 
racists, xenophobes, 
assorted fascists 
and Nazis.” 
Jim Nichol 
East London 
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We found hope amid the 


horror in 


@LAST WEEK was half term for 
many teachers in England. Over 50 
of us joined other trade unionists 
in a delegation of Trade Unionists 
for Calais to the refugee camp. 

Some came for a day and some 
for the whole week. 

A school has been built, 
including a room for adults, where 
around 30 people come every day 
for lessons in English and French. 

There are teams of volunteer 
teachers who turn up every day. 

The biggest worry is now the 
threat to demolish the camp. 

There has been so much effort 
to make sure everyone has shelter, 
clothes and food. 

And there is a sense of 
community and support from the 
hundreds of volunteers and 
visitors bringing solidarity. 

But the worry now is that 
refugees will be left with nowhere 
to go, and no support networks. 

A ten day reprieve gives a small 
window to build the movement to 
defend the camp. 

We should tell our politicians in 
Britian that they must let refugees 
in and put an end to this shocking 
scandal on our doorstep. 

Teachers should join the 
movement to defend the school 
and education centres which offer 
so much hope and human warmth. 

Sara Tomlinson 
South London 


@WE HAVE just returned from a 
visit to the refugee camps at Calais 
and Dunkirk. 

The conditions that these 
courageous men, women and 


Calais and Dunkirk 


Condtions in the refugee camp in Dunkirk are even worse than Calais 


children are expected to endure in 
Dunkirk are dismal. The mud is 
deep and smelly. Tents are being 
erected on pallets but all 
construction materials are banned 
from coming on to the camp. 

This is rigidly enforced by police 
at the gate checking handbags for 
smuggled tents and pallets! 

In Calais a real community has 
been built under difficult 
conditions. 

There is a sense of hope but also 
fear as the French authorities are 
threatening to bulldoze half of 
what is left. People living here 
have fled warzones for the 
perceived sanctuary and safety of 
Europe. 

Now they are ignored and 
expected to live like animals in a 
field. They have nowhere to go— 
the camps are a humanitarian 
disaster on our doorstep! 

Leda Prest and Sally Kincaid 
We Are Wakefield 


@MUCH HAS been written about 
the French government’s plan to 
destroy community areas in the 
Calais Jungle, including religious 
buildings and schools. 

Less has been written about 
their replacement. The French 
government has erected 
collections of white shipping 
containers fitted with bunk beds. 

Access is gained via an entry 
code and a palm scan, isolating 
refugees from their communities, 
families and friends. 

Doctors often find it difficult to 
gain entry. 

More pernicious still are the lies 
being told—come to the new camp 
and you'll get a French passport. 
We all know the opposite is true. 

They’re trying to divide 
refugee communities in London 
and Paris from within a refugee 
slum. 

Danny Rees 
Birmingham 
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Defend free 
movement 


YOUR EDITORIAL last 
week is wrong to call 
for a vote to leave the 
EU (Socialist Worker, 17 
February). 

Socialists should fight 
to protect free movement 
of people. 


Jake Baldwin 
Bristol 


Below the 
baseline 


INTERESTING article 
on baseline testing 
(Socialist Worker, 17 
February). But why are 
the Tories stopping at 
testing four year olds? 
There’s an opening for 
private enterprise to test 
the aptitude of babies in 
the womb. 


Ross Wilson 
Cambridgeshire 


TOTALLY AGREE with 
teachers that baseline 
tests for four year 

olds are unfair and 
innaccurate. 

No four year olds are 
identical in cognitive, 
spatial or physical ability. 

Dirk Jansen 
on Twitter 


Get dirty to 
beat Tories 


YOU'RE right—striking 
is the only way the 
junior doctors can beat 
these bastards (Socialist 
Worker online, 12 
February). 

Get dirty. Fight force 
with superior force. 

Eddie 
on Twitter 


Tories target 
BDS campaign 


WHAT A coincidence that 
Tory minister Matthew 
Hancock announced 
plans to stop councils 
boycotting Israel while 
on a trip to meet Israeli 
technology companies. 

Israel has a budget 
of £18 million this year 
to counter boycott 
campaigns. Some of that 
is for tech companies to 
spy on them. 

Alice Clark 

Cardiff 


Millions more 
must march 


THIRTEEN YEARS ago 
last week two million 
people marched in London 
against the Iraq war. 

It may take a few 
marches on the same 
scale to bring the present 
government into line. 

Dave Turner 
Watford 
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Thousands will march this Saturday 
to oppose the renewal of Trident. 
But Tories and some union leaders 
and Labour MPs say scrapping nukes 
means scrapping jobs too. 

Dave Sewell insists theyre wrong 


S IT really true that scrapping 

Trident nuclear missiles will 

mean the loss of thousands 

of jobs? For those who are in 

favour of keeping the barbaric 

weapons capable of incinerat- 
ing entire cities, this argument is an 
ace up their sleeve. 

It’s a row that feeds into the battle 
between left wing Labour party 
leader Jeremy Corbyn and the right. 

Corbyn supports the Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament (CND)’s 
demonstration against Trident this 
Saturday—as do many thousands of 
trade unionists. 

The TUC is opposed to renewing 
Trident and the Unison, PCS, CWU, 
RMT, FBU, TSSA, Aslef, NUM and 
NUT unions are affiliated to CND. 

But two of the biggest unions in 
Britain have taken the other side. The 
leaders of Unite and the GMB have 
publicly slammed Corbyn. And they 
have called special conferences in 
the run-up to Labour’s defence policy 


Unite union steward Ollie Jones 


Unite union leader Len McCluskey 


CND leader Kate Hudson 


review that are explicitly for keeping 
Trident. 

Unite’s Len McCluskey said it 
would call on Labour to, “Support 
British defence jobs and communi- 
ties and protect jobs on the Successor 
submarine programme and Trident.” 

They echo the arguments of the 
Tories and the Labour right—that 
thousands of jobs are dependent on 
Trident and would be lost without 
it. They insist they are speaking for 
defence workers otherwise left out of 
the debate. 

But not all members agree. 
Ollie Jones is a Unite shop stew- 
ard at Babcock-DSG Donnington 
where Warrior tanks are made and 
maintained. 

“I don’t agree with the position of 
renewing Trident,” he told Socialist 
Worker. “They say it would cost 
members’ jobs to get rid of Trident— 
but if nuclear weapons were ever 
used we'll have no members left.” 

The branch has sent a motion to 
Unite’s policy conference calling on the 
union to oppose Trident renewal—and 
campaign for alternative jobs. 

It’s not in the interest of workers to 
defend an industry of mass destruc- 
tion that would only be used to 
oppress and slaughter other workers. 

The motion to Unite conference 
calls for a Defence Diversification 
Agency that can find other work 
for workers currently employed 
in defence. It’s an idea backed by 
Corbyn and many others. 

CND general secretary Kate Hudson, 
said, “Reinvesting billions in our public 
services and helping to regenerate 
our industry and economy through 
defence diversification will result in 
hundreds of thousands of new jobs.” 

This can respond to workers’ real 
worries for their jobs and communities. 

Ollie explained, “I’ve seen it 
myself—when they announce defence 
contracts workers are hoping their bit 
is funded because it’s work for them. 
If they decide to cut the number of 
Warrior tanks, it’s bad for us. 

“We're talking about areas where 
whole communities revolve around 
that industry. There’s the people who 
make our pallets, who recycle our 
plastic, the shops that workers go to 
at lunchtime. 

“You look at the coal mines and 
the devastation it caused when they 
closed, and of course people don’t 
want that to happen to them. 

“We want the people to be still 
employed. But if instead of making 
tanks we were making solar panels 
those jobs would be kept. Across 
defence they are making cuts. An 


agency for replacing those jobs is 
something we should be arguing for 
anyway.” 

This could make better use of the 
workers’ skills and the factories they 
work in. 

“We’ve done work on trains,” 
said Ollie. “There’s nothing to stop 
us making wind turbines. They call 
us defence workers, but I don’t buy 
that. We’re skilled workers—we just 
happen to work in defence because 
that’s the biggest employer.” 

These changes wouldn’t have to be 
bad for workers. On climate change 


the TUC officially calls for a “just 


transition” away from polluting jobs 
towards sustainable ones. 
1 As it points out, if workers shape 
such a transition it could be “a 
positive opportunity to challenge 
existing inequalities and improve 
the lot of the least well-off”. 
Applying this logic to defence 
spending—and Trident in 
particular—wasn’t always out of the 


question for defence unions. 

One of Unite’s forerunners, the 
TGWU, published a strategy for arms 
conversion in 1983, and called on the 
TUC to campaign for workers’ inter- 
ests as part of its peace campaigns. 

GMB’s 1985 congress resolved “to 
mount a campaign using jobs with 
peace as a general theme to illustrate 
the massive costs of Trident, contrast- 
ing the lack of funding for essential 
social services.” 

Today there is still widespread sup- 
port for scrapping Trident. But these 
unions’ leaders have given up on con- 
vincing any workers to break with the 
interests of their bosses’ industries— 
whether defence, fracking or nuclear 
power. 

But for Ollie this pessimism is 
unjustified. “In 2003 our branch 
took people to the big demonstra- 
tions against the Iraq War,” he said. 

“Despite working in an industry 
that profits from war they recognised 
the importance of human life.” 


TRIDENT THE JOBS 


DESTROYER 


More life after bases close 


EVEN ON their own 
terms, the arguments 
in defence of Trident 
are riddled with lies, 
inaccuracies and 
distortions. 

But we need to 
fight for a world 
without war and 
weapons of all kinds. 

This isn’t pie 
in the sky—and 
it doesn’t mean 
throwing workers on 
the scrapheap. 

The US has 
closed hundreds of 
military bases since 
1988 under its Base 
Realignment and 
Closure programme. 


It found that 73 of 
the closures affected 
employment in the 
local areas—and put 
government money 
into redeveloping 
them. 

They have 
now been turned 
into research or 
manufacturing hubs, 
airports, hospitals 
and university 
buildings. 

Government 
estimates suggest 
99 percent of 
directly employed 
jobs have been 
replaced. 

These 


programmes aren't 
perfect. 

Little is done until 
after the closure 
starts to have an 
effect. 

Then public money 
is given to private 
bosses to redevelop 
for profit. 

But they show 
that, even under 
these conditions, 
removing military 
facilities doesn’t 
have to mean a jobs 
disaster. 

The funds freed up 
from Trident renewal 
would allow for a 
better solution. 


Nuke jobs cost £1 million each 


THE JOBS argument against 
scrapping Trident doesn’t add up. 
The numbers of jobs lost are often 
inflated and the jobs that could be 
created not taken into account. 

For example, in 2013 
politicians campaigning against 
Scottish independence claimed 
that 19,000 jobs could go in 
Scotland without Trident. 

This was based on the 
assumption that the Faslane naval 
base would close completely. But 
of the 6,500 people who work at 
Faslane, only 520 jobs “directly 
rely on the Trident programme”. 

The Ministry of Defence 
revealed the figures in response 
to a freedom of information 
request from Scottish CND. 

There would still be a knock-on 
effect but no reason for one 
of Britain’s biggest submarine 
bases to automatically shut. 

The running costs of Trident 
come from the defence budget, 
and without additional cuts 
would be re-allocated to the 
conventional military. 

CND argues this would mean 
more jobs—though it would 
be better to replace these 
with civilian employment. 

A report by the Scottish TUC 
found that “the reduction in direct, 


% 


J 


ai 


NEW Socialist Worker 
pamphlet available now, £2. 
MKoMey ce (-1an toll] am exe) dV ol ato} i(-m ey 0) 
7840 5601 


STOP 
TRIDENT 
NATIONAL 


DEMO 


Saturday 27 February 
Assemble 12 noon, 
Marble Arch for march 
to Trafalgar Square 


@for details see www.cnduk.org 


indirect and induced civilian 
employment across Scotland 
would be less than 1,800”. These 
would only kick in after 2022. 

The report estimated those 
running costs at £1.8 billion— 
meaning a cost of around 
£1 million a job. These are the 
most expensive jobs funded by 
the state. Most of it doesn’t go to 
workers. More people could be 
paid higher wages to do almost 
anything else for that price. 

Last year the government 
announced plans to cut another 
100,000 civil service jobs in 
order to save £13 billion from 
government departments. 

If we assume that no saving 
other than job cuts is made, 


4 + _ 
Protesters block Faslane naval base to demand more spending on people’s needs 


that’s £130,000 a job. That’s far 
more than civil service workers 
are paid, but around an eighth 
of the cost of a Trident job. 

As well as its annual running 
costs, Trident renewal would cost 
£30 billion and probably much 
more. It’s impossible to put a 
limit on how high the total cost 
of keeping Trident would run. 
Credible estimates put it at £97 
billion, £167 billion or £183 billion. 

The Scottish National Party has 
calculated that diverting just 
£1 billion of this into 
infrastructure spending in 
the west of Scotland would 
generate around 15,000 jobs. 
That’s more than seven times 
more than would be lost. 


Alternatives to destruction 


LUCAS 
AEROSPACE 


IN THE 1970s shop 
stewards at fighter jet 
manufacturer Lucas 
Aerospace drew up a 
detailed “alternative 
corporate plan” in the 
face of redundancies. 
Shop floor and office 
workers looked in 
detail at how their 
existing facilities 
could be converted. 
They proposed 
150 alternative 
products they 
considered socially 
useful, such as 
equipment for health 
care and disabled 
people. They 
even made a few 
prototypes, including 
electric bicycles and 
wind turbines. 
Workers in defence 
factories in Sweden 
and Germany made 
similar proposals. 
The Lucas plan and 
others it inspired won 
wide support from 
many unions and, 
later, Labour councils. 
There were problems 


when union leaders 
used the campaign 
as an alternative to 
industrial struggle. 
But it helped shift the 
debate in the public 
and the workplace. 


CLIMATE JOBS 


THE DSG workers 
point to the Million 
Climate Jobs report 
launched by the 
Campaign Against 
Climate Change trade 
union group. It is 
supported by unions 
including PCS, CWU, 
UCU and TSSA and 
many branches and 
local campaigns. 
Inspired by the 
workers’ occupation 
to fight the closure 
of the Vestas wind 
turbine factory on the 
Isle of Wight in 2009, 
it shows how jobs 
could be created to 
respond to the threat 
of climate change. 
Many of these 
would use the same 
skills and equipment 
as workers on Trident 
and other defence 
projects. 


Read more 


@STUC report— 
Cancelling Trident: 
The Economic 

and Employment 
Consequences for 
Scotland 
www.stuc.org.uk/ 
files/STUC%20-%20 
CND%20Trident%20 
Report%202007/ 
STUC-CND%20 
Trident%2OReport.pdf 


@CND report— 
Trident, jobs and the 
UK economy 
www.cnduk.org/ 
images/stories/ 
briefings/trident/ 
trident_and_jobs.pdf 


@TUC report for a 
Just Transition—A 
Green and Fair Future 
www.tuc.org.uk/ 
sites/default/ 
files/documents/ 
greenfuture.pdf 
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Socialist Worker 


WHAT’S ON 


24 February 2016 


Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600 


WHAT WE 
STAND FOR 


These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 

Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say. 

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating anew society. 


THERE IS NO 

PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 

The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers. 

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
aworkers’ militia. 

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system. 


INTERNATIONALISM 

The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries. 

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country. 

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
asimilar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 
Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class. 
We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 


To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
Www.swp.org.uk 

or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 


EDINBURGH 

The real tradition of 
International Women’s Day 
Thu 10 Mar, 7.30pm, 
University of Edinburgh, 
Room G05, 

50 George Square, EH8 9JU 
YORK 

Marxism and women’s 
liberation 

Wed 16 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Priory Street Community 
Centre, 

15 Priory St, YO1 6ET 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS 


Weekly meetings to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions. All welcome. 


ABERDEEN 

James Connolly and the 
1916 Easter Rising 

Thu 3 Mar,6pm, 

The Snug, Ma Cameron’s, 
6-8 Little Belmont St, 
AB101JG 

BARNSLEY 

Islamophobia today 

Thu 3 Mar, 6.30pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St, 

S70 1AP 
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE 
Marxism, sexuality and 
gender 

Wed 2 Mar, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre, 
38/40 Holloway Circus, 
B11EQ 

BOLTON 

How do we win LGBT+ 
liberation? 

Wed 2 Mar, 6.30pm, 

Bolton Socialist Club, 

16 Wood St, 

BL11DY 

BRADFORD 

Missile madness— why we 
say Trident must go 

Wed 2 Mar, 7pm, 

Glyde House, 

Little Horton Lane, 
BD50BQ 

BRIGHTON 

Are we heading for another 
economic slump? 

Wed 2 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, BN1 1AF 

BRISTOL 

Gramsci’s Marxism 

Wed 2 Mar, 7.30pm, 

YHA, 14 Narrow Quay, 
BS14QA 

BURNLEY 

Arebel’s guide to James 
Connolly 

Wed 2 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Red Triangle Cafe, 

160 St James’s St, BB11 1NR 
CAMBRIDGE 

No to immigration 
controls— open the borders 
Thu 3 Mar, 7.30pm, 

St Paul's, Hills Rd, CB2 1JP 
CARDIFF 

Why does capitalism lead 
to war? 

Wed 2 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre, 
Cathays Terrace, CF24 4HX 
CHELMSFORD 

Are we heading for another 
economic slump? 

Thu 3 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL 
CHESTERFIELD 

Disability and capitalism 
Thu 3 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library, 

New Beetwell St,S40 1QN 
COLCHESTER 
Trident—what do socialists 
say? 

Wed 2 Mar, 7.30pm, 

The Odd One Out, 

28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET 
DONCASTER 

Fortress Europe and the 
fight for free movement 
Wed 2 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Women’s Centre, 

21 Cleveland St, DN1 3EH 


DUDLEY 

Fortress Europe and the 
fight for free movement 
Wed 2 Mar, 8pm, 

The What Centre, 

23 Coventry St,DY8 1EP 
DUNDEE 

Fighting racism today 

Wed 2 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Dundee Voluntary Action, 

10 Constitution Rd, DD1 1LL 
EXETER 

Reform or Revolution? 

Thu 3 Mar, 7pm, 

New Horizon Cafe, 

47 Longbrook St, EX4 6AW 
GLASGOW:NORTH 

Why capitalism can’t save 
the planet 

Wed 2 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Fred Paton Centre, 

19 Carrington St, G4 9AJ 
GLASGOW:SOUTH 

Why we say no to the EU 
Thu 3 Mar,7.30pm, 

Govanhill Baths, 99 Calder St, 
G42 7RA 

HUDDERSFIELD 

Is Bernie Sanders the US’s 
Jeremy Corbyn? 

Wed 2 Mar, 6.30pm, 

Brian Jackson House, 

2 New North Parade, HD1 5JP 
IPSWICH 
Why capitalism can’t save 
the planet 

Thu 3 Mar,7.15pm, 

Labour Club, 33-35 Silent St, 
IPL1TF 
LANCASTER 

Missile madness—why we 
say Trident must go 

Thu 3 Mar, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 
Meeting House Lane, LA1 1TX 
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE 

Bob Marley —roots, reggae 
and revolution 

Thu 10 Mar, 7pm, 
Swarthmore Education Centre, 
2-7 Woodhouse Square, 

LS3 1AD 

LIVERPOOL 

Missile madness—why we 
say Trident must go 

Wed 9 Mar, 7pm, 

The Caledonia, 

22 Caledonia St,L7 7DX 
LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW 
South Africa and its ‘Fees 
must Fall’student campaign 
Thu 3 Mar,7.30pm, 

The Pepperpot Centre, 
laThorpe Close, 

Ladbroke Grove, W10 5XL 
LONDON: BRIXTON 

Bernie Sanders—can there 
be ared in the White House? 
Wed 2 Mar, 7pm, 

Vida Walsh Centre, 

2b Saltoun Rd, SW21EP 
LONDON: CAMDEN 

Missile madness—why we 
say Trident must go 

Thu 3 Mar, 7pm, 

Chadwick Building - G07, 
University College London, 
Gower St, WC1E 6BT 
LONDON: EALING 

What do Marxists say about 
terrorism? 

Thu 3 Mar,7.30pm, 

West London Trade Union Club, 
33-35 Acton High St,W3 6ND 
LONDON: HACKNEY 

What do we mean by the 
united front? 

Thu 3 Mar,7.30pm, 

The Round Chapel, 

2 Powerscroft Rd, E5 OPU 
LONDON: HARINGEY 

How can the rise of the Nazi 
FN in France be stopped? 
Wed 2 Mar, 7.30pm, 

St John Vianney Church Hall, 
386 West Green Rd, N15 3QH 
LONDON:ISLINGTON 

Bernie Sanders—can there 
be ared in the White House? 
Thu 3 Mar, 7pm, 

The Old Fire Station, 

84 Mayton St, N7 6QT 
LONDON: KINGSTON 

The revolutionary ideas of 
Karl Marx 

Thu 3 Mar, 7pm, 

Kingston Quaker Centre, 
Fairfield East, KT1 2PT 


LONDON:LEWISHAM 

Bernie Sanders—can there 
be ared in the White House? 
Wed 2 Mar, 7.30pm, 

West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre, 

141 Greenwich High Rd, 
SE108JA 

LONDON: NEWHAM 

Why we say no to the EU 
Wed 2 Mar, 7pm, 

Stratford Advice Arcade, 
107-109 The Grove, 
E151HP 

LONDON: SOUTHWARK 
Capitalism vs the climate — 
how do we stop the disaster? 
Thu 3 Mar,7pm, 

Camberwell Leisure Centre 
(Room 2), Artichoke Place, 
SE58TS 

LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS 
How to combat alienation 
Wed 9 Mar, 7pm, 

Oxford House, Derbyshire St, 
E26HG 

LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST 
What socialists say about the 
EU referendum 

Wed 2 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Quaker Meeting House, 

la Jewel Rd, E17 4QU 
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON 
Why we say no to the EU 
Wed 2 Mar, 7pm, 

Chorlton Central Church, 
Barlow Moor Rd, 

M21 8BF 
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE 
The real tradition of 
International Women’s Day 
Thu 10 Mar, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 

6 Mount St, 

M25NS 
MANCHESTER:LONGSIGHT AND 
LEVENSHULME 

What is Isis? 

Wed 2 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Food Factory, 

884 Stockport Rd, 
Levenshulme, M19 3BN 
MEDWAY 

Marxism and women’s 
liberation 

Thu 10 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room), 

272 High St, ME4 4BP 
NEWCASTLE 

The real tradition of 
International Women’s Day 
Thu 3 Mar,7pm, 

The Labour Club, 

11 Leazes Park Rd, 
NE14PF 

NORWICH 

What do we mean by the 
united front? 

Thu 17 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre, 

Johnson Place, NR22SA 
NOTTINGHAM 

Capitalism vs the climate 
Wed 2 Mar, 7.30pm, 
International Community 
Centre, 61b Mansfield Rd, 
NG13F 
OXFORD 
James Connolly and the 
Easter Uprising of 1916 
Wed 2 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Restore, Manzil Way, OX41YH 
PLYMOUTH 

How do we get rid of Trident? 
Thu 3 Mar,7pm, 

Quaker House, 

74 Mutley Plain, 

PL4 6LF 

POOLE 

What do we mean by the 
united front? 

Tue 15 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Globe Cafe, 88 High St, 
BH151DB 

PORTSMOUTH 

What is Isis? 

Wed 2 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Central, 

Rivers St, 

PO54EY 

SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE 
Why we need a united front 
Thu 3 Mar, 7pm, 

Central United Reformed 
Church, 60 Norfolk St, 
$12JB. 

Coffee and book stall from 6pm 


SOUTHAMPTON 

Why the junior doctors’ 
struggle is our struggle 
Wed 2 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Central Baptist Church Hall, 
Devonshire Rd, 

S015 2GY 

STALBANS 

Is Bernie Sanders the US’s 
Jeremy Corbyn? 

Wed 2 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Trinity Church Hall (upstairs), 
1 Beaconsfield Rd, 

AL13RD 

SWANSEA 

Are we heading for another 
economic slump? 

Thu 3 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Brynmill Community Centre, 
St Albans Rd, SA2 OBP 
WAKEFIELD 

Women’s liberation and the 
struggle for socialism 

Thu 3 Mar,7pm, 

Lightwaves Centre, 

Lower York St, WF1 3LJ 
WIGAN 

What do Marxists say about 
sexuality and gender? 

Wed 2 Mar, 7pm, 

Little Fifteen pub, 

17-19 Wallgate, WN11LD 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
ANDWALSALL 

Is Bernie Sanders the US’s 
Jeremy Corbyn? 

Wed 2 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Grain Store, King St, WV1 1ST 
YORK 

Revolution in the West— 
Portugal 1974-75 

Wed 2 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Sea Horse Hotel, 

4 Fawcett St,YO10 4AH 


{MOMENT} 


NATIONAL 
Demonstration—shut down 
Yarls Wood detention centre 
Sat 12 Mar, 1.30pm, 

Yarl’s Wood Immigration 
Centre, Milton Ernest, 
Bedfordshire, MK44 1FD. 
Called by Movement for Justice 
March to kill the Housing 
Bill—secure homes for all 
Sun 13 Mar, 12 noon, 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
London, WC2A 3TL. 
Called by Defend Council 
Housing and others 

March for Health, Homes, 
Jobs and Education 

Sat 16 Apr, 1pm, 

Gower St, Euston Rd, 
London NW1 

Marxism Festival 2016— 
Ideas to change the world 
Thu 30 Jun— Mon 1 July 
Central London. 
marxismfestival.org.uk 
DORCHESTER 

James Connolly and the 
Easter Rising 

Sat 5 Mar, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club, Colliton Park, 
DT11XJ. 

Hosted by Dorset Socialists 


{ =>pKMARKS | 


1916: Ireland’s 
Revolutionary Tradition 
Book launch with Kieran Allen 
Fri 4 Mar, 7pm, 
Bloomsbury Central 
Baptist Church, 

235 Shaftesbury Avenue, 
WC2H 8EP. 

Hosted by Bookmarks 
the socialist bookshop. 
Doors open at 6.30pm for 
browsing. Refreshments 
available 


STAND 
TO RACISM 
REFUGEES 
WELCOME 


Build mass protests on 


Saturday 


19 March 


in London, Glasgow 
and Cardiff 


Protests called 
by Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR). 
For more goto 
standuptoracism. 
org.uk 


Wed 9 Mar, 7pm, 
Carrs Lane Church 
Centre, Carrs Lane, 
B47SX. 
With:Talha 

Ahmed (Muslim 
Association of 
Britain), Roger 
McKenzie (Unison), 
Natalie Bennett 
(Green Party) 

Tue 8 Mar, 7pm, 
City Road Baptist 
Chapel, 2-4 City Rd, 
BS28TP. 

With: Marvin 

Rees (Labour), 
Tony Dyer (Green 
Party), Joanne Kaye 
(Unison) 

Sun 6 Mar, 6pm, 
Glyde House, 
Glydegate, 

BD5 OBQ. 

with: Imran 

Hussain MP, Piers 
Telemacque (NUS), 
Alice Mahon, 

Nahella Ashraf. 
Organised by Stop 
the War Coalition 
Tue 1 Mar, 7pm, 
Keynes Hall, Kings 
College, CB2 1ST. 
With: Lee Jasper, 
alia Bouattia 
DERBY 
Thu 3 Mar, 7pm, 
The Spot Venue, 
Wilmot St, 
DE12JW. 

With: Nicola Scope 
(NUT), Cheryl 
Pigeon, Joginder 
Bains, Brian 
Richardson 

Thu 3 Mar, 7pm, 
Changing Lives, 

21 Cleveland St, 
DN13EH 
Wed 2 Mar, 7pm, 
Teviot LT, University 
of Edinburgh, 
EH89AG. 
With: Aamer Anwar, 
Neil Findlay MSP, 
Sandra White MSP, 
Richard Haley, 
Samena Dean, 
Pinar Aksu, Harriet 
Harris, Cllr Gordon 
Munro 

Sat 5 Mar, 3pm, 

The Storey Creative 
Industries Centre, 
Storey Institute, 


LA11TH. 

With: Cat Smith MP, 
Cllr Rebecca Nunell, 
Nahella Ashraf 


rier 3 Mar, 7pm, 


Rose Bowl (lecture 
theatre B), Portland 
Crescent, LS1 3HB. 
With: Eyewitness 
from Calais camp, 
Kausar Jan (NUT), 
Waaas Tufail, Gohar 
Almass Khan 
Thu 3 Mar, 7.30pm, 
The drama studio, 
Capstone building, 
Everton campus, 
Hope University, 
Shaw St, L6 1HP. 
With: Rizwaan 
Sabir, Nahella 
Ashraf, Cllr 
Nathalie Nicholas, 
Roy Bentham, 
Alec McFadden, 
Wed 9 Mar, 6.30pm, 
UCL LG04, 
26 Bedford Way, 
WC1H OAP. 
With: Ian Lawrence 
(Napo), Sally Hunt 
(UCU) 
Thu 3 Mar, 7.30pm, 
West Indian 
Cultural Centre, 
9 Clarendon Rd, 
N80DJ. 
With: Gary Younge, 
Catherine West VIP, 
Kurdish refugee, 
mam Ajmal 
asroor, Weyman 
Bennett, Sabby 
Dhalu 


ISLINGTON 

on 29 Feb, 7pm, 
slington Town Hall, 
Committee Room 1, 
Upper St, N1 2UD. 
With: Kevin 
Courtney (NUT), 
ohammed Kozbar 
(Finsbury Park 
osque), Cllr 
ichelline Ngongo, 
az Saleem, 
Weyman Bennett, 
David Rosenberg 
(Cable Street 80) 
Tue 8 Mar,7pm, 
The Vineyard 
Highway Church, 
92 Romford Rd, 
E154EH. 
With: Rita Chadha 
(Refugee Forum), 
Vaseem Ahmed 
(Mend), Rokhsana 
Fiaz, Weyman 
Bennett, Ifhat 
Shaheen-Smith 


NORTH-WEST 
Wed 9 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Paddington Arts, 


RALLIES AND PUBLIC MEETINGS 


UP 


32 Woodfield Rd, 
W9 2BE. 

With: Ian Hodson 
(Bfawu), Christine 
Blower (NUT) 


SOUTH-EAST 

Tue 1 Mar, 7pm, 
Goldsmiths College, 
Richard Hoggart 
Building, Rm 137a, 
SE14 6NW. 

With: Imam 
Shakeel Begg, 
Vicky Foxcroft MP, 
Maya Goodfellow, 
Laurie Heselden, 
Shakira Martin, 
Marcia Rigg 


TOWER HAMLETS 
Thu 3 Mar,6.15pm, 
London Muslim 
Centre, 
46 Whitechapel Rd, 
E11JxX. 
With: Rushanara 
Ali MP, Dilowar 
Khan, Rev. Alan 
Green, Cllr Rabina 
Khan, Roger 
McKenzie (Unison), 
Shakira Martin, 
Rabbi Lee Wax, 
Weyman Bennett, 
Sabby Dhalu 
Tue 1 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting 
House, 6 Mount St, 
25NS. 
With: Jahangir 
ohammed, Alex 
Kenny (NUT), 
Dr Siema Iqbal, 
Syrian refugee, 
Colette Levy (child 
refugee from Vichy 
France), Shelly 
Asquith (NUS), 
Weyman Bennett 


Fri 4 Mar,6.30pm, 
Nathex Room, 
St.John’s Roman 
Catholic Cathedral, 
Unthank Rd, 
NR22PA. 

With: Nick O’Brien 
(NUT), Jamal 
Sealey (Chapelfield 
Mosque), Chris 
Jarvis (NUS), 
Weyman Bennett 
Thu 3 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting 
House, Clarendon 
St, NG1 5JD. 
With: Moazzam 
Begg, Azad Ali, 
Hazel Allister 

Fri 11 Mar,7.30pm, 
Crescent 
Community Venue, 
8 The Crescent, 
YO24 1AW. 

With: Rachael 
Maskell MP, Tahah 
(Syrian refugee) 


REVIEWS & CULTURE 
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Since when Is a boss of a 
sweatsnop the real victim? 


New Chinese film Factory Boss is riddled with problems and contradictions. 
And its final message is troubling, writes Robbie Shaw 


Mechanics of Genius 


DIRECTOR WEI Zhang’s film Factory 
Boss follows Mr Li, a Chinese sweat- 
shop owner, as he clashes with US 
corporations and his own workers. 

At first, the film’s message seems 
ambiguous. While it depicts the 
misery of sweatshop work, the real 
victims are Chinese bosses. 

It opens with US multinational 
Veal forcing Mr Li to accept a deal 
to produce “Vivian Dolls” at a rock 
bottom rate. With other Chinese fac- 
tories ready to take on the contract, 
he accepts. 

Mr Li is informally dressed and 
comes across as a good man under 
impossible pressure. We’re made to 
identify with him through a few acts 
of philanthropy he shows towards his 
workers. 

Anlian Yao plays the torn, if rather 
dull, character very well. 

One of the workers is in fact 
Al Jing, an investigative journalist 
posing as a high level administrator. 

Through her eyes, we see the 
poor treatment of workers on the 
factory floor. But the smiling work- 
ers themselves seem to take pride in 
their work, which at times is made to 
appear tolerable. 


Diagnosed 

But after an experienced and loyal 
worker is diagnosed with leukaemia 
from long term chemical exposure, 
the company refuses to cover the 
medical costs. 

The factory is plunged into a second 
all-out strike. Workers had already 
walked out at the beginning of the 
film, but this time they are far more 
militant. 

Managers are attacked. On pro- 
testing workers’ signs are slogans 
such as “End exploitation now” and 
“Pay us, you capitalist”. 

But the strike is undermined after 
Mr Li intervenes personally. The 
workers get what they want—but the 
company is let off the hook. 

This underlines the film’s main 
message—workers are right to be 
angry but their main enemy should 
be the US. 

Zhang, an entrepreneur himself, 
said, “If workers are killing them- 
selves, bosses one day will too. 
They’re facing intense problems and 
pressures.” 

The acting is of a pretty high stand- 
ard among the cast, but the extras are 
lacklustre 

Overall, Factory Boss is a poorly 
directed film with a troubling 
message. 


Factory Boss 

Directed by Wei Zhang 

The film premiers in Britain at the Asia 
House Film Festival on 26 February 
asiahouse.org 


MANY READERS will know 
Leonardo Da Vinci for his 
famous portrait Mona Lisa, 
but he was more than just an 
artist. The Science Museum’s 
exhibition is an opportunity 


to see his work as a designer 
and inventor. It includes 39 
historical models of his flying 
machines, diving equipment and 
armoured vehicles (pictured) 
and there’s also interactive 


installations for children. 


Leonardo da Vinci: The Mechanics 

of Genius. The Science Museum, 
London, SW7 2DD. Until 4 September 
2016. Tickets £10 and concession £8. 
Go to sciencemuseum.org.uk 


A magical realist manifesto for the poor 


DAMNIFICADOS 

by JJ Amaworo Wilson. 
PM press 

£11.99 


DEBUT NOVELIST JJ Amaworo 
Wilson’s magical realist fable 
celebrates the ingenuity, tenacity 
and resistance of slum-dwellers. 

It is the tale of an abandoned 
skyscaper that’s occupied, revived 
and defended by a ragtag army 
of the “damnificados”—the 
casualties. 

To make the trash of the city 
a home, they take on everything 
from gangster politicians to a 
biblical flood and a two-headed 
wolf. 

Some are the poorest of the 
poor. But many are regular 
workers and the few characters 
we get to know include a 
diplomatic translator and a small 
business owner. 


2008s Peas 


Pushed to the city’s margins, they 
are outcasts who refuse to be 
excluded. 

Amaworo Wilson creates a 
world where people and things 
that are thrown away come 
alive and where neglect breeds 


creativity and tyranny breeds 
defiance. 

The novels that defined magical 
realism looked into the repressed 
histories of real societies. 
Damnificados does the opposite. 

Its urgent present tense and its 
eclectic borrowing of languages 
and settings cut it off from any 
one place or time. 

While “loosely based on” 
events in Caracas, Venezuela, the 
unnamed city could be almost 
anywhere in the developing 
world. 

At its weakest points this 
reduces the residents to a vague 
mishmash of lovable eccentrics— 
and makes you wish you’d read 
about the real ones in Caracas. 

But at its best it feels like a 
manifesto. A recurring phrase is 
“they are us”. 

Amaworo Wilson invokes the 
urban pooor as a global force and 
invites us to identify with it. 

Dave Sewell 


AMERICA IN REVOLT: 
THE ART OF PROTEST 
Shapero Modern, 

32 St. George Street, 
London WIS 2EA. 

Until 27 February, free 
shaperomodern.com 


THE SHAPERO Modern is 
hosting an exciting exhibition 
that brings together art 
made by student activists 

in the aftermath of the Kent 
State shootings in 1972. 

The Ohio National Guard 
murdered four students 
protesting against the 
Vietnam War at Kent State 


University on 4 May 
1972. 

Protests rapidly spread to 
the University of California’s 
Berkeley campus. There a 
group of art and politics 
students set up Berkeley 
Political Poster Workshop. 

Their aim wasn’t to 
produce art itself, but to 
churn out posters, leaflets 
and placards for the protests. 

That meant much of 
the material didn’t surive. 

So this exhibition is a rare 
opportunity to see some of 
the orginals. 


THE GLASS BEAD GAME 
The University of Sussex 
theglassbeadgame.co.uk 


THE UNIVERSITY of 
Sussex has launched a new 
podcast series to popularise 
academic debates. 

The first two podcasts 
featured author Naomi 
Klein and broadcaster David 


Naomi Klein 


Attenborough talking about 
climate change. 

The next episode out at 
the end of this month will 
be Stasi Grandchildren and 
States of Surveillance. 
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ARK Ser 
wotka 
has been 
general 
secretary 
of the 
Public and Commercial 
Services union (PCS) 
since 2000. PCS is the 
main union representing 
civil service workers, with 
over 200,000 members. 


You’ve often been very crit- 
ical of the Labour Party’s 
performance. But clearly 
Jeremy Corbyn’s election 
makes a big difference. 
How do you analyse that? 
Potentially this is a historic 
moment. Potentially. We’ve 
had 15 years of unrelenting 
hostility and attacks on our 
members, from New Labour 
and Tory governments. 

We had Labour in govern- 
ment attacking us and Labour 
in opposition under Ed 
Miliband, who clearly found 
trade unions embarrassing. 

So having a leader of the 
opposition who is pro-union, 
anti-war and anti-austerity, 
and wants a fundamental shift 
in society, is exciting. 

As general secretary I think 
that, along with Bob Crow, 
I’ve been the most high pro- 
file critic of Labour in the trade 
union movement. I stand by all 
the criticisms I made. 

But now there’s an oppor- 
tunity for trade unionists to 
operate in an environment 
where the leader of the oppo- 
sition will use the position to 
challenge the rich. 


The Labour hierarchy pre- 
vented you registering as a 
supporter. Even if they want 
to, some socialists won’t be 
allowed to join Labour. Is that 
a problem? 

The refusal to allow me to 
register to vote was a very clear 
foretaste of what has since 
come to pass. 

People in the Labour Party 
bureaucracy and machinery 
refused to accept the momen- 
tum behind Corbyn’s election 
campaign and the enthusiasm 
he was whipping up. And since 
his election, we’ve seen the 
refusal to accept the outcome. 

When I was blocked from 
being a supporter I was mildly 
amused to get a letter that told 
me I didn’t share the aims and 
values of the Labour Party. It 
said I could only challenge that 
if I join the Labour Party. 

There are people in the par- 
liamentary Labour Party who 
consistently and constantly 
brief against Corbyn and John 
McDonnell and who want them 
to fail. That’s why I think it’s 
important that trade union- 
ists and socialists don’t let this 
moment pass us by. 


Left wing party Syriza in 
Greece faced unrelent- 
ing opposition from banks, 
bosses, EU institutions—and 
it cracked. It clearly won’t 
be enough to get Corbyn in 
office. 

Absolutely not. And if we want 


DOES JEREMY Corbyn’s election as 


Labour leader make it easier for trade unionists to fight? 


PCS union leader Mark Serwotka told Charlie Kimber that 
Jeremy Corbyn’s election as Labour leader is a historic 
opportunity to build resistance—and stronger trade unions 


Mark Serwotka 


to bring it closer to home we 
can look at A Very British Coup, 
which was obviously a fictional 
account. 

But it was based on a left 
wing working class Labour 
leader being crushed by the 
forces around him—includ- 
ing enemies in the trade union 
movement and the Labour 
Party. 

It could be a very profound 
book. If we got the Labour Party 
elected now, trying to imple- 
ment Corbyn’s programme, it 


Unions need to 
be about more 
than just what 
happens ina 
workplace 


would meet opposition from all 
over the place. 

The programme doesn’t even 
have support among Labour 
MPs. 

And unless that government 
had mass support, the pressures 
on it would probably be too dif- 
ficult to resist. 

The election in all likelihood 
will be in 2020. What happens 
between now and then, particu- 
larly in resisting austerity, has 
the potential to affect this bal- 
ance of forces. 


DEBATES 
°"“LEFT 


For example, public sector 
unions could coordinate strikes 
over pay restraints and cuts to 
redundancy terms. The poten- 
tial that has to shift a mood, 
build resistance and involve 
millions is huge. 

Out of that a movement 
would be built that would prob- 
ably see tens if not hundreds of 
thousands more people join the 


Labour Party. 


You’ve mentioned coordi- 
nated strikes, and we saw 
that in 2011 over pensions. 
But we seem further away 
from such action now. 


| That’s absolutely true, but 


there are strong material rea- 
sons to change it. 

The government has 
launched its consultation on 
cutting redundancy terms for 
all public sector employees. 

It is almost a replay of the 
pension dispute. They want 
sector by sector negotiations. 

Workers are very worried 
about their redundancy terms 
when there are so many job 
losses. This is a live issue where 
unions could and should make 
common cause. 

In the civil service we had 
loads of strikes on this issue a 
few years back and won in the 
High Court. 

David Cameron at that time 
said the changes put these 
schemes on a long term sustain- 
able footing. 

Changes now put to us mean 
cuts of up to at least 25 percent 
in redundancy terms. 

My line is that there shouldn’t 
be a single reduction in any- 
one’s redundancy terms. 

We’ve got to get on with it. 
We need coordination. 


How should unions respond 
to the Trade Union Bill and 
the new ballot thresholds? 

If unions believe they can never 
get half of their members to 
vote in a strike ballot, that’s 
pretty pessimistic. 

The best we’ve ever done is 
42 percent in a national ballot. 

But in our last 11 ballots 
we've smashed the thresholds. 

In a recent DVSA ballot we 
had 92 percent support strikes 
on a 65 percent turnout. So it 
can be done. 

We’re reviewing our indus- 
trial action strategy. Our review 
is based on the premise that the 
core unit of organisation is in 
the workplace. 
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If the workplace is well 
organised with a high den- 
sity and lots of reps, there will 
be more leverage locally and 
nationally. 

We have carried out a very 
radical restructuring. Over half 
the union’s paid staff are now in 
frontline, predominantly organ- 
ising roles. 

Their job is to identify and 
work with shop stewards and 
activists to build the union. 

At a recent TUC executive 
meeting, on behalf of PCS, I 
proposed the TUC should call a 
summit of all unions to share 
best practice. 

It should also say what we 
will do when the first dispute 
comes that falls foul of these 
laws. 

In “essential services” you 
need at least a 50 percent turn- 
out and a yes from 40 percent 
of all those entitled to vote. 

If 51 percent vote and 
78 percent of those vote for 
strikes, it’s inconceivable to say 
we've missed it and we can’t 
do anything. We need to start 
talking about what we’re going 
to do in those circumstances. 

The first dispute where 
agency workers are bussed in 
has to see a mass mobilisation 
against it. 

If the TUC does not call a 
summit, perhaps the unions in 
the Trade Union Coordinating 
Group could. 

When history’s written, the 
unions’ resistance to austerity 
will be seen as a failure because 
it’s been woefully inadequate. 

I really hope we don’t have 
to say the same about the 
Trade Union Bill, but the clock’s 
ticking. 


How can we get young people 
involved in unions? 

The average age of our mem- 
bers is in the high 40s. For us 
there is a specific reason— 
there’s been no recruitment 
to jobs. You don’t have that 
stream of young people coming 
through. 

Unions are often seen as 
too bureaucratic, hard to get 
involved in and don’t always 
have a presence on the ground. 

It’s also about joining up 
economic struggles with politi- 
cal ones. The work we do over 
tax justice, climate change and 
anti-racism gets interest from 
lots of young people. 

Unions need to be about 
much more than just what 
happens in a workplace. They 
should seek to put themselves at 
the heart of wider movements. 

It’s also about a vision of 
what unions are for. 

If you think you're | 
just a little lobby group, 
with links to politicians | 
that’s one thing. If you 
think you’re trying to 
lead a movement, that’s 
another. ‘ 

We’re support- 
ing the anti-racist 
demo, the People’s 
Assembly demo and 
the Trident demo. 
There will be thou- 
sands of people there 
who are not members of 
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ON STRIKE ON 
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O DEFEND JOBS 
AND PUBLIC 
SERVICES 
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John McDonnell, 
now shadow 
chancellor, 
visited National 
Gallery strikers in 
February last year 
(top). Yet PCS 
union members 
struck on budget 
day in 2010 to 
fight then Labour 
prime minister 
Gordon Brown’s 
cuts (above) 

and Ed Miliband 
(below) seemed 
‘embarassed’ by 
unions 


unions and we can reach out 
to them. 


Are you as hopeful now as 
when you first became gen- 
eral secretary? 

I’m absolutely as hopeful and 
convinced about the need to 
challenge things and that the 
trade union movement is piv- 
otal to those challenges. 

We have a power that, if 
ever utilised, is a force for real 
change. 

I also never cease to be 
amazed at the inadequacy 
with which these challenges 
are met. Defeatism infects too 
many parts of the trade union 
movement. 

I’ve never found any trade 
unionist anywhere in the 
country who doesn’t believe 
we should call everyone out 
together. 

There’s a disconnect between 
what’s obvious to people on the 
shop floor and what happens. 

But things are not static. 
The changed political situation 
gives us opportunities that we 
didn’t have ten years ago and 
we've got to seize them. 


Socialist Worker will interview 

a number of union leaders and 
other figures on the left over 
the coming weeks to discuss 
how to build a bigger fightback 
to the Tories. Read our interview 
with CWU union leader Dave 
Ward at bit.ly/23HpkKII 


How defiant dancers took 
on the bigotry of the South 


Students organising 
an openly gay dance 
in the Ku Klux Klan’s 
heartland helped to 
create a new era, says 
Tomas Tengely-Evans 


SHAKEN BY the Civil Rights 
movement, by 1972 the 
viciously conservative rulers 
of the US South were fighting 
tooth and nail to resist 
change. 

So when a group of 
students called the South’s 
first openly gay campus 
dance, they were quickly 
pitted against that whole 
establishment. 

The University of Georgia 
was a symbol of Southern 
conservatism. Campus town 
Athens was a stronghold of 
the Ku Klux Klan—a racist 
militia that still murdered 
black people with little 
opposition from police. 

Huge swathes of Georgia 
still refused to comply with 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

Black and white students 
were only allowed to mix in 
its schools in 1970—16 years 
after the landmark Brown vs 
Board of Education lawsuit. 

It also had brutal anti-gay 
laws. 

But the university wasn’t 
immune to the turmoil in 
Southern society. Thousands 
of students demonstrated 
there after the Ohio National 
Guard killed four students 
protesting against the 
Vietnam War at Kent State 
University. 

It was the trigger for John 
Hoard and Bill Green to set 
up the Committee for Gay 
Education in November 1972. 

Straight away university 
authorities began monitoring 
the group. A memo to the 
Dean reported that one of 
their posters “resulted in 
a professor calling on the 
Provost to inquire, ‘What the 
hell is going on here?’.” 

Gay liberation hadn’t 
necessarily been adopted by 
the wider movement. But 
New York’s Stonewall Riots 
in 1969 sent ripples across 
the US. 

Hoard told The Big 
Roundtable website, “I think 
part of what Stonewall gave 
us was that you can’t be 


UGA STUDENT protester (above) dance poster (below) 
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invisible any more. 
But in order to do that and 
do it under the rules of 

the university, you really 
had to be a kind of student 
organisation.” 

Hoard and Green found a 
faculty sponsor in sociology 
lecturer Dr Karl King, who 
supported the idea of an 
educational committee. 

The first meeting was a 
success. A university memo 
noted that approximately 
70 people came. Campus 
newspaper Red and Black 
carried a positive report 
headlined “Gay students try 


One professor 
asked the 
Provost ‘What 
the hell is going 
on here?’ 


+ for understanding”. 


Their next move was to 
hold a dance in the Memorial 
Ballroom, booked by another 
student group. 

But the Committee was 
also moving towards activism. 
This reflected a broader shift 
in the wake of Stonewall 
away from the passive 
strategies of the 1950s 
“Homophile” movement. 

King resigned after 
“struggling” with the 
CGE’s “new direction”. His 
resignation letter explained, 
“One strategy discussed 
was the possibility of a 
‘demonstration’.” 

The ballroom reservation 
was cancelled. 

The Committee staged 
a sit-in at the student 
activities director’s office. The 
authorities said the dance was 
against Georgia’s laws. 

The ACLU civil rights 
organisation refused to take 
up their case. Their own 
lawyers said it was “super 
unpopular”. The case went to 
the County Court on the day 
of the dance. 

Judge James Barrow, a 
liberal who supported civil 
rights, ruled in their favour. 

The dance went ahead— 
and some 500 people 
attended. 

Many Southern leftists 
looked to such figures in the 
hope of a new progressive 
politics. But it was the brave 
actions of ordinary people 
that drove change. 

The students’ struggle was 
a landmark victory for gay 
rights in the South. Hoard 
said, “We think that society 
has the potential to change 
and we think it will.” 
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UNISON UNION president Wendy 
Nichols said last week that the 
long-awaited returning officer’s 
report into the general secretary 
election “confirms the result”. 

“Any issues raised in the report 
will now be reviewed and dealt with 
through the union’s normal proce- 
dures,” Nichols said. Yet this is not 
the end of the matter. 

The report states that the return- 
ing officer received 157 complaints, 
“a significantly higher number” 
than in previous elections. 

These range from communications 
between elected bodies and mem- 
bers, to the order in which candi- 
dates appeared on the voting paper. 

But over half of all complaints 
remain under investigation by 
Unison, and the returning officer 
has made “no decision” on them. 

They relate to a recording of 
a meeting of Unison staff at the 
Greater London regional offices on 
21 October. 

The recording revealed Unison’s 
London regional secretary Linda 
Perks giving detailed instructions to 
staff to use their paid time to help 
Prentis’ campaign. Assistant general 
secretary Roger McKenzie is running 
a Unison investigation into this. 


JOIN THE 


[_] Yes, I'd like to be a member 
[_] Please send me some information 


The returning officer’s report 
says complaints had suggested that 
“undue influence” took place in win- 
ning nominations for Prentis “that 
otherwise may not have been made 
in the Greater London Region”. 

It added that there were also 
complaints that Unison resources 


al 


UNISON MEMBERS lobbied the union's executive demanding an independent inquiry 


“have also been used to unfairly 
influence and support the cam- 
paign of Dave Prentis” and helped 
to win almost half of all votes cast 
in Greater London. 

The report says, “the returning 
officer has not at any stage been 
presented with any evidence that 
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suggests that any candidates were 
directly involved in, or had knowl- 
edge of any of the activities that 
were the subject of the complaints”. 

The returning officer thought, 
“Whilst undoubtedly the number and 
nature of the complaints has under- 
mined some members confidence 


in the integrity of the election—in 
particular the serious nature of the 
complaints in the Greater London 
Region—there is minimal evidence 
to suggest that the reported breaches 
influenced the voting intentions of 
members”. 

In addition to the complaints that 
the retuning officer examined, new 
leaked emails allege the involve- 
ment of up to 50 officials and full 
time staff in the campaign to re- 
elect Prentis. These raise the possi- 
bility that election rules stating staff 
“should not take advantage of their 
position as employees of Unison” 
could have been breached. 

Ultimately, a decision on whether 
or not to re-run the election rests 
with the national executive. 

Unison members should bom- 
bard it with demands to do just that 
and hold an independent inquiry. 
@Unison's local government mem- 
bers are currently being consulted on 
the latest pay offer from employers 
for 2016-2018. The union has recom- 
mended rejection of the offer that gives 
1.5 percent this year, which is cancelled 
out by a 1.4 percent rise in national 
insurance, and another 1 percent next 
year. Activists have been campaigning 
to reject this and call sustained strikes. 


Sign the petition for an independent 
inquiry at at chn.ge/1QeRnOX 
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Drought Is 


threaten 
millions 
with fam 


Millions are suffering in Southern 
Africa but capitalism can’t solve the 
climate crisis, says Alistair Farrow 


DROUGHT HAS left some 
50 million people on the verge 
of famine in southern Africa. The 
United Nations says one million 
children are at risk of starvation. 
Many are in the tiny country of 
Lesotho. 

In Zimbabwe’s north eastern 
provinces depleting water supplies 
have seen the Kariba hydroelectric 
dam cut back power generation by 
62 percent. 

Water is so scarce that people have 
to decide between using it for irrigat- 
ing crops or for cooking and cleaning. 

Some regions have seen 75 per- 
cent of their crop production falling. 

“The rains came too late to 
save the crops. Most of the maize 
wilted,” said Enos Janhi, a farmer 
in Masvingo. “Farmers are driving 
their cattle into the fields to graze 
on the drying stalks. 

“The government must act 
urgently to bring us food.” 

Zimbabwe’s government has 
declared a state of emergency and 
requested £1.1 billion in aid. 

Reports suggest food is being 
used as a political weapon against 
the opposition. Some people are 
buying membership cards for the 
ruling Zanu PF party to increase 
their chances of getting aid. 


Stormed 

But there is resistance. Farmers 
stormed government warehouses in 
Mutasa region last month, demand- 
ing an end to the politicisation of 
food aid. 

The drought has been intensified 
by one of the most extreme “El Nino” 
weather events in 50 years. 

Climate change is making global 
weather patterns—such as El 
Nino—more extreme. 

Recent research predicts a dou- 
bling of these events through 
the next century due to global 
warming. 

The areas affected by the drought 
include the major maize producing 
areas of the continent. There is set 
to be a 50 percent shortfall in maize 
production in both South Africa and 
Zimbabwe this year. Global maize 


WHAT IS EL NINO? 


EI Nino years such as 2015-16 
are part of the most intense 
global weather cycle 


@lt is driven by transfers of heat 
between the atmosphere and 
deep oceans 


@EI Nino years can bring hotter, 
dryer weather, especially to 
countries bordering the Pacific 
—poorer countries are the most 
affected 


@The effect can be felt worldwide 


and is made more intense by 
global warming 


prices have more than doubled over 
the last year. 

But the crisis is not limited to the 
agricultural sector. States across the 
region have built their economies 
around the export of a number of 
key commodities. 

This has made them vulnerable to 
fluctuations in commodity markets. 


Threat 


Now that the system is under threat 
the same forces want to wash their 
hands of the risk associated with it, 
making ordinary people pay. 

Corporations such as the 
British-owned Anglo-American are 
closing mining operations in South 
Africa as commodity prices continue 
to fall. 

The price of copper has fallen 
internationally to 60 percent of its 
2011 value as Chinese economic 
growth slows down and its demand 
for African exports follows suit. 

The drought has also accelerated 
the crisis in Zambia’s copper mining 
industry as it also relies on electric- 
ity produced by the Kariba dam. 

It is increasingly clear that cap- 
italism cannot solve the climate 
crisis that it has created and that a 
radical solution is needed. 


9) More online 
t 


How we can stop climate change 


bit.ly/1Q5ELb4 
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A maize plant in South Africa’s Free State province. In nearby Lesotho, children are at risk of starvation 


GUINEA 


Five-day general strike ends with 
workers winning many key demands 


A GENERAL strike that began in 
west Africa’s Guinea on Monday 
of last week ended after five days 
with significant gains. 

Tens of thousands of workers 
took part in solid action that closed 
factories, shops, banks and offices 
in the capital Conakry and other 
major towns. 

Most schools were closed and 
hospitals provided only emergency 
services. Many of the street 
markets shut. 

The government of Alpha Conde 
mobilised police onto the streets 
and arrested dozens of activists, 
but this did not break the strike. 

Instead the action demonstrated 
the potential power of the working 
class. 

Workers in the crucial bauxite 
mining sector, which provides 
80 percent of the country’s foreign 
exchange earnings, had begun 
to join the strike. This probably 
forced the government’s hand. 

Two major trade union 
federations called the strike to 
demand cuts in the price of food, 
fuel and other basic commodities 
plus pay rises for many workers. 

After five days the unions told 
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Journalists striking earlier this month 


activists that the “strike has been 
suspended until further notice”. 

Large groups of workers will 
receive wage increases backdated 
to the start of this year, and 
pensions will be improved. 

Health and education workers 
will have better access to social 
housing and the government has 
made a commitment to reduce 
police harassment. 

However there was no shift on 
fuel prices. The government said 
that the International Monetary 
Fund would cut off funding if it cut 
the price. This led to some workers 


shouting “We have been betrayed!” 
when the strike was called off. 

Guinea, a country of close to 
11 million people, is recovering 
from the effects of ebola, which 
killed over 2,500 people. 

But this has not halted class 
struggle. Guinea has one of 
the best-organised workers’ 
movements in Africa. 

A three-week general strike in 
Guinea in 2007, which included 
bauxite workers, won big 
concessions from the dictatorial 
regime of then president Lansana 
Conte. He was forced to appoint 
a new prime minister from a list 
supplied by the trade unions. 

Guinea’s economy is partly 
shaped by multinationals and 
other major investors. 

The main bauxite producer is 
49 percent owned by the 
government and 51 percent by a 
consortium controlled by major 
firms including Alcoa, Rio Tinto 
and Dadco. 

The gains from the general 
strike are powerful evidence of 
how, even when commodity prices 
are falling, workers can fight to 
protect their class interests. 
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IN BRIEF 


Eighteen stations 
prepared for sale 


THE TORIES are bringing in 
bankers from Citibank to sell 
off Network Rail’s biggest 
stations to developers and 
shopping centre landlords. 
The bankers are looking 
at options for 18 major rail 
stations that could see outright 
sales or concessions for big 
firms that would last decades. 
It is being sold as a way 
to pay off billions in debt. 
But without huge cuts this 
wouldn't be necessary. 


Second time lucky 
for Scotland? 


MORE THAN 200 people 
joined the Radical 
Independence Campaign's 
conference in Edinburgh last 
Saturday. 

A debate on the European 
Union referendum was one of 
the busiest sessions. Other 
issues taken up included land 
reform, climate change and 
the TTIP trade deal. 

Robin McAlpine of left 
wing think tank Common 
Weal outlined plans to win 
a second independence 
referendum in 2021. 


Which cider you on, 
workers ask MPs 


UNITE UNION shop stewards 
from a threatened cider mill 
in Shepton Mallet, Somerset, 
lobbied MPs in the 
all-parliamentary cider group 
in Westminster on Tuesday. 
Bosses C&C are moving 
cider production to the 
Magners plant in Ireland. It 
will take a fight to save jobs. 


Staff won’t donate 


their pay to bosses 


WORKERS IN the Unite and 
Unison unions have voted for 
strikes at charity Action for 
Children. Unite has over 400 
members, Unison 700. 
Bosses are imposing a 

below inflation pay deal for 
around 2,000 workers. 


Defend Rotherham 
anti-Nazis campaign 


A defence campaign will be 
launched in Rotherham this 
Saturday to support a group 
of Asian men arrested after 
an anti-Nazi demonstration. 
They are charged with 
violent disorder following a 
march by Britain First last 
September. 
@Defence campaign launch, 
Saturday 27 February, 1.30pm, 
Unity Centre, St Leonard’s Road, 
Rotherham, S65 1PD. 


Bedroom tax worse 
than was predicted 


VICTIMS OF the bedroom tax 
lose an average of £66 more 
a year than the government 
predicted when it was 
brought in, new figures reveal. 

Social housing tenants 
with a bedroom deemed 
spare lose £15.27 a week—up 
10 percent from the originally 
estimated £14. 


REPORTS 


GATWICK OIL 


‘Leave it in 
the ground’ 


UP TO 150 people 
—including 40 cyclists— 
protested at Horse Hill near 
Gatwick airport against oil 
drilling last Saturday. 

Prospector Horse Hill 
Developments Limited is 
testing the flow of an oil 
well it drilled in 2014. 

Shareholders UK Oil and 
Gas say they won’t frack the 
site—but their plans rely on 
“tight oil” which can only 
be extracted by fracking. 

An earthquake in Canada 
last week underlined 
the dangers of fracking. 
Protesters also pointed to 
the need to “keep it in the 
ground” to address climate 
change. 

An inquiry into fracking 
in Lancashire continues. 
Residents in affected 
villages testified last week. 


CIVIL SERVICE 


PROTESTING NEAR Gatwick airport 
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Union must fight this 
HMRC jobs onslaught 


bd NICK CLARK 


IN AN escalation of the attack 
on civil service workers, 
bosses at HM Revenue 

and Customs (HMRC) 

issued 150 compulsory 
redundancy notices on 
Tuesday of last week. 

Civil service union PCS 
said it was considering 
industrial action. Compulsory 
redundancies have been a red 
line for the union. 

The PCS’ HMRC Group 
Executive is set to meet on 
Wednesday of next week to 
plan a response. 

Group Executive member 
Marianne Owens spoke to 
Socialist Worker in a personal 
capacity. She said, “This is 
an attack on the whole civil 
service. This paves the way 
for how they will treat staff in 
other departments. 

“We need a robust response 
to the redundancies—we can’t 
be walked all over.” 

It will take strikes to save 
jobs across the civil service, 
and a political campaign that 
contrasts bosses’ tax-dodging 


WEATHER FORECASTING 


Marianne Owens, PCS 


FIGURE IT OUT 


137 


tax offices earmarked for 
closure last November on 
top of 250 offices and 281 
centres shut since 2010 


8,000 


jobs could go, on top of 
the 10,000 already lost 


£119.4 on 


revenue lost in avoided, 
evaded or late tax in 2014 


with the job losses. 

These cuts could be the first 
of thousands more sackings. 
HMRC bosses announced a 
plan to close 137 tax offices 
last November—meaning the 
loss of a possible 8,000 jobs. 

Many more workers could 
lose their jobs if they can’t 
relocate to one of 13 new 
regional tax centres that will 
replace the offices in HMRC’s 
“modernisation” programme. 

More than 10,000 HMRC 
jobs have been cut since 2010. 

The sackings come as Tory 
ministers prepare to launch 
an attack on public sector 
redundancy pay. 

The Tories want a cap on 
redundancy payments that 
could hit some workers on just 
£24,611 a year. 

PCS general secretary 
Mark Serwotka is calling for 
coordinated campaigning 
against the cap along with 
other public sector unions. 

Other civil service 
departments are also under 
attack. Some 250 jobs are 
threatened at the Business, 
Innovation and Skills office in 
Sheffield. 


Storms brewing over Met Office pay row 


MANAGERS AND specialists 

at weather forecaster the 

Met Office were set to strike 

on Wednesday of this week 

as part of a fight over pay. 
The Prospect union 


members are demanding 

that the Tory government 

lifts its pay policy to 

bring pay in line with 

the private sector. 
Prospect says pay at 


the Met Office is as much 
as 30 percent lower than 
in the private sector. They 
also say the policy means 
the Met Office cannot give 
women equal pay to men. 


EDUCATION 


sixth form teachers could 
walk out to stop Tory cuts 


ot SADIE ROBINSON 


TEACHERS IN sixth forms in 
England are fighting to get 
the biggest possible vote for 
strikes in a ballot that ends 
on Monday of next week. 

NUT union members are 
balloting for action against 
Tory education funding cuts 
for 16-19 year olds. 

Some 86 percent backed 
strikes in a consultative ballot. 

Sixth form teacher Ken 
Muller stressed the importance 
of getting a strong vote. “Reps 
should have a checklist of 
union members and make sure 
that everyone has voted,” he 
told Socialist Worker. 

“Activists should organise 
in their workplace to get every 


union member involved.” 

The union plans a walkout 
and a London protest on 15 
March if teachers vote for 
strikes. The NUT has said it 
will fund transport so that 
strikers across England can 
join the protest. 

The ballot comes as 
lecturers and support staff 
in further education colleges 
prepared to walk out on 
Wednesday of this week (see 
page 20). 

Union members should 
argue for coordinating action 
to defend education. If sixth 
form teachers strike on 15 
March, college workers should 
walk out with them. 

@Sign the petition to save 
sixth forms at bit.ly/1WX4132 


WEST DUNBARTONSHIRE 


PICKETS AT Dunbarton academy last week 


Five schools shut by strike 


TEACHERS IN West 
Dunbartonshire struck 

for 24 hours over cuts on 
Thursday of last week, 
shutting all five secondary 
schools in the council area. 

The teachers rejected 
the council’s latest 
offer by nine to one. 

The EIS union members 
staged their second walkout 
this year in a dispute withith 
education chiefs. Planned 


cuts of over £600,000 will 
see faculties introduced in 
schools and the loss of four 
deputy head teacher posts. 

Glasgow City Unison 
branch voted to donate 
£250 in solidarity with 
the teachers last week. 

The EIS warned another 
strike could take place 
within the next fortnight. 
@Send solidarity messages to 
westdunbartonshire@eis.org.uk 


Vote for socialists in NUT 


VOTING TO elect the 
national executive of the 
National Union of Teachers 
(NUT) starts this week. 

The executive is elected 
from 27 districts plus 
reserved seats for Black, 
Disabled and LGBT+ 
members. Unfortunately 
in 18 districts there are no 
contested elections. 

In some areas there are 
multi-seat elections where 
people often stand as part 
of a slate. Socialist Worker 
supporters standing in 
elections are: 

@District 9: Debs Gwyn 
@District 10: Sheena 
Wheatley @District 22: Anne 


Lemon @District 26: Jess 
Edwards on a slate with Alex 
Kenny. @District 27: Stefan 
Simms on a slate with Dave 
Harvey, Dominic Byrne and 
Marilyn Bater. 

Voting closes on 
Wednesday 16 March, with 
the new executive taking 
office for two years from the 
close of NUT conference at 
Easter. 

This year will also see 
general secretary Christine 
Blower retire. Socialist 
Worker supporters back 
current deputy general 
secretary Kevin Courtney in 
the election to succeed her. 
Paul McGarr 


Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday 
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MURDER TRIAL 


Court hears that alleged 
killer held ‘racist beliefs 


by SADIE ROBINSON 


A MAN accused of murdering an 
Asian pensioner in Rotherham, 
South Yorkshire, held “racist 
beliefs”, a court has heard. 

Mushin Ahmed was attacked on 
10 August last year and died in hos- 
pital 11 days later. 

Dale Jones and Damien Hunt are 
on trial for his murder at Sheffield 
Crown Court. Both deny the murder 
and say the other was responsible. 

The court heard last week that 
Jones demonstrated “racist beliefs” to 
probation officer Alasdair Kirkpatrick 
in April 2015. 

In a statement read to the court, 
Kirkpatrick said he was “taken aback” 
by comments made by Jones about 
Pakistani men. 


Suspended 

Kirkpatrick had been interviewing 
Jones in relation to a suspended sen- 
tence he received for a public order 
offence. 

He said Jones had said Pakistanis 
made him “very angry” because they 
were all “rapists”. 

The court heard that Jones has pre- 
vious convictions for violent offences. 

They include a public order offence 
where Jones kicked a man in the head 
outside a Rotherham bar. 

Jones also has a conviction of 
battery relating to an attack on his 
former girlfriend. He pushed his 
fingers into her eyes, punched and 
headbutted her in front of their two 
year old child. 


Tories fight to slash disability benefits 


THE TORIES were trying 


i y \ 


MURDERED PENSIONER Mushin Ahmed 


A transcript of an interview given 
by Damien Hunt to police was read to 
the court last week. 

Hunt had originally told police he 
was in bed when Mushin Ahmed was 
attacked. 

In the transcript Hunt claimed he 
lied to protect his family from “nut- 
case” Jones. He said he tried to get 


Jones to “calm down” after Jones con- 
fronted Mushin Ahmed. 

He said he stayed because “I 
wanted to see that Mr Ahmed would 
be all right.” 

Prosecutor Andrew Robertson 
QC said Jones and Hunt marched 
after Mushin Ahmed “like soldiers” 
before launching a “brutal and 


savage attack”. 

He told Hunt, “You knew exactly 
what you were going to do and you 
paced things so you could attack Mr 
Ahmed in that secluded area at 3am.” 

Hunt replied, “No.” 

Jones has refused to give evidence 
in his defence. 

The trial continues. 


Butterfields tenants take 


Campaign to Labour MP 


to reimpose a benefit cut 
so harsh even the Lords 
rejected it as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 

They want to take £29 a 
week from disabled people 
claiming the Work Related 
Activities Group (Wrag) 
component of Employment 
Support Allowance (ESA). 

The Tories’ amendment 
to the Welfare Reform and 
Work Bill would overturn 
a previous House of Lords 
amendment eliminating the 
Wrag cut. 

It would affect new ESA 
claimants judged not “fit for 
work” but able to carry out 
some activities. 

These include people with 
Multiple Sclerosis, learning 
difficulties or mental health 
support needs who face 
barriers to employment. 


Disabled People Against the Cuts hold a vigil by parliament 


Disabled People Against 
the Cuts (Dpac) held an 
emergency vigil outside 
parliament on Tuesday as 
MPs prepared to vote. 

Paula Peters from Dpac 
told Socialist Worker, 
“ESA means | can afford 
medications and food 


Without it | wouldn’t be able 
to live.” 

The Bishop of Durham 
and Scottish National 
Party MPs Neil Gray and 
Eilidh Whiteford came to 
greet protesters. Gray told 
Socialist Worker the cut was 
“punitive and regressive”. 


AROUND 15 tenants from 
Butterfields housing estate, 
where new landlords are 
pushing through evictions, 
went to their Labour MP 
Stella Creasy’s “housing 
awards” last Saturday. 

The Waltham Forest 
borough in north east 
London has the fastest rising 
house prices and one of the 
highest densities of estate 
agents in Britain. 


Harder 

This makes it harder 
for ordinary people to 
find and keep homes. 

The awards allow Creasy 
to be seen to be acting on 
the issue, but only look at 
the behaviour of individual 
landlords and estate agents. 

Winners are rewarded 
with a photo-op. 

Creasy rightly criticised 


the Glasspool Trust charity 
that had sold the Butterfields 
tenants’ homes to their 
new private landlord. 
It was given the “Most 
unhelpful landlord” award. 
Labour candidate for 
London mayor Sadiq 
Khan attended and asked 
the audience to applaud 
the tenants’ campaign. 
One tenant called for 
the flats to be taken into 
council ownership. 
They were set to 
hold a public campaign 
meeting on Wednesday 
and protests outside the 
auctions of their homes. 
Thanks to Ben Morris 
@March to kill the Housing 
Bill—secure homes for all 
Sun 13 Mar, 12 noon, Lincoln's 
Inn Fields, London, WC2A 3TL 
Called by Defend Council 
Housing and others 


Strike pours 
cold water 
on bosses 


WATER WORKERS across 
the North West of England 
struck for 27 hours on Friday 
and Saturday of last week. 

The 700 GMB union 
members are fighting 
bosses’ plans to close 
their final salary pension 
scheme after March. 

They are employed by 
energy giant United Utilities. 

The GMB members 
mounted solid pickets across 
the company’s 18 water and 
waste treatement sites. 

Simon Loonan was 
picketing the Belmont 
Road site in Bolton. 

He said, “If this goes 
ahead then it will take away 
the choice to retire earlier. 


Harder 
“But it will also remove that 
choice from my spouse and 
the benefit of more time 
with my children as well.” 
He added, “To take that 
choice away after more than 
20 years is very unfair.” 
Workers had voted 
82.4 percent to strike in 
a ballot in January. 
The union should call 
more strikes if bosses 
don’t back down. 


Dispute hots up in 
South Yorkshire 


FIRE BRIGADE workers in 
South Yorkshire were set to 
begin action short of strikes 
on Wednesday of this week. 

The FBU union members 
are fighting bosses’ plans to 
cut the number of emergency 
control operators. 

South Yorkshire Fire 
Brigade bosses also want to 
change the way annual leave 
is managed. 

Workers were set to begin 
a non-compliance campaign 
with the new leave system 
this Wednesday. 

This means bosses would 
have no way of telling how 
many firefighters are on duty 
across the district at any one 
time. 


FIREFIGHTERS IN the West 
Midlands are set to launch 
action short of a strike in 
a fight over pay. The FBU 
union wants West Midlands 
Fire Service bosses to pay 
workers the time and a half 
pay rate for overtime. 

After cutting hundreds 
of jobs, bosses rely on 
firefighters working overtime 
for fire engines to be properly 
crewed. And as many as 300 
more firefighter jobs could be 
cut across the district. 

A ballot result announced 
on Monday showed 87 
percent in favour of action. 

The form of action had not 
been announced as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 


by SADIE ROBINSON 


COLLEGE WORKERS across 
England were set to strike 
on Wednesday of this week 
over pay. The walkout by 
UCU and Unison union 
members will be their first 
joint pay strike in ten years. 

Employers have “offered” 
a 1 percent pay deal for this 
year. Workers are demanding 
a £1 an hour rise for all. 

Richard McEwan is a lec- 
turer at Tower Hamlets 
College in east London. He 
told Socialist Worker, “This 
action over pay comes on 
top of a series of campaigns 
against cuts in education. 

“Employers say those cuts 
mean that they can’t afford to 
give workers a pay rise. It’s 
not true.” 

Figures released last year 
showed a threefold rise in the 
number of college principals 
grabbing £200,000 or more 
a year. 

Sean Vernell is a UCU rep 
at City and Islington College 
in north London. He said, 
“Unison and UCU members 
have seen their pay cut in 
real terms by 15 percent over 
the last five years. They are 


> 


furious with the employers 
insulting offer.” 

There is big support for the 
action. 

Unison members backed 
strikes by 66 percent and 


UCU AND Unison members struck together at Lambeth college in 2014 


UCU members supported 
strikes by 74 percent. Strikers 
in London planned to march 
on the Business, Innovation 
and Skills department on the 
day of the walkout. 


Lambeth Collec 
The Careers Collag 


The Tory assault on edu- 
cation is fuelling the anger. 
Sean said, “The strike will 
take place in the context 
of the biggest government 
offensive against further and 
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adult education since 1993. 
“Last year saw thousands 
of job losses and 400,000 stu- 
dent places disappear. That’s 
on top of one million student 
places lost since 2010.” 
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STRIKE FOR PAY 
AND EDUCATION 


The Tories are conducting 
area reviews to merge and 
close colleges. 

Some predict that the 
reviews could cut 300 col- 
leges to just 100. 

The anger at the attacks 
goes beyond college workers. 

Shakira Martin is National 
Union of Students vice presi- 
dent for further education. 

She told Socialist Worker, 
“It is vital that students stand 
in solidarity with the strike. 
The attacks on adult and 
further education are about 
much more than taking away 
provision. 

“It’s about taking away 
teachers’ livelihoods. We need 
to stand side by side in lead- 
ing the fightback.” 

Many workers see 
Wednesday’s strike as part of 
a wider campaign to defend 
education. 

NUT union members in 
sixth forms are balloting for 
strikes over cuts. 

If they vote yes, a walkout 
and protest is planned for 
15 March. 

Richard said, “If sixth form 
teachers strike on 15 March, 
we should join them. We 
need to coordinate to win 
and to defend education.” 


Lecturers in ballot for strikes as college boss’s payoff provokes outrage 


by RAYMIE KIERNAN 


LECTURERS IN the 
EIS-Fela Scottish teachers’ 
and lecturers’ union 
are balloting for a 
national strike. They are 
demanding equal pay and 
fighting the imposition of 
a previously rejected offer. 
Bosses claim there 
is no money. 
But the £15 million 
needed to settle the 
claim could easily be 
met by using some of the 
£99 million bosses have 
squirreled away in Arms 
Length Foundations. 
These are private trusts 
where colleges hide cash. 


John Doyle received a payoff of £304,000 
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Or it would take a 
fraction of the £214 
million that colleges hold 
in historic surpluses. 

Meanwhile, pay 
for bosses and senior 
managers in the Scottish 
education system is 
growing out of control. 

Millions have been 
paid out to former college 
bosses while massive cuts 
to students, staff and 
courses have been driven 
through at the behest 
of the Scottish National 
Party government. 

A former college 
principal could face legal 
action if he doesn’t hand 
back some of the six-figure 
payoff he received as a 


result of the merger of 

New Lanarkshire College. 
John Doyle trousered 

£304,000—way above 

official guidelines— 

after losing his job at 

Coatbridge College when 

it merged with two 

other colleges in 2013. 


Payment 
The Scottish Funding 
Council (SFC) has asked 
him to repay around a 
third of the money. The 
payment was slammed 
as “an appalling abuse 
of the public purse” 
by a parliamentary 
audit committee. 

Doyle was handed the 
equivalent of 21 months 


of his £116,000 a year 
salary, plus a three-month 
bonus for overseeing the 
merger and six months 

in lieu of notice. This is 
obscene, but the norm 

is not much better. 

And Doyle’s scheme 
may just be the tip 
of the iceberg. It has 
been suggested that 
the government was so 
keen to push through 
the merger of colleges 
across the country 
that it may have set up 
similar “packages” to 
grease the wheels. 

EIS members are right 
to strike and should vote 
yes in the ballot, which 
closes on 4 March. 


